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Abstract:

This dissertation consists of an exposition and critical evaluation of de Lubac's
multi-volume study of patristic and medieval exegesis. Chapter 1 situates de
Lubac's work in the broader context of French ressourcement theology (la
nouvelle théologie) and demonstrates that this movement's approach to the
recovery of tradition was both critical and hermeneutically sophisticated. After
discussing the principal formative influences on de Lubac, chapter 2 shows that
the consistent use of the ressourcement methodology of recovery is the most
characteristic feature of de Lubac's theology.

Each of the next three chapters examines one of the three distinct aspects of de
Lubac's recovery of the traditional hermeneutic. Chapter 3 follows de Lubac
historically as he traces the origin and development of Christian allegory through
the centuries and seeks to prove that there is indeed a core of hermeneutical
principles common to all schools of Catholic exegesis. Chapter 4 reviews de
Lubac's synthetic attempt to grasp this ‘traditional hermeneutic’ as an organic
whole within the medieval schema of the four senses. Chapter 5 shows how de
Lubac's contemporary reappropriation of the tradition takes the form of a critical
synthesis of ancient and modern exegesis.

Chapter 6 concludes that de Lubac is generally successful in each of the three
dimensions of his recovery of the exegetical tradition. First of all, his
historiography is not only fundamentally sound, but has actually helped to
provoke a major shift in scholarly opinion on the origin of Christian allegory and
the interpretation of Origen, Aquinas, and others. Secondly, the synthetic
dimension of his study uncovers a cohesiveness and hermeneutical depth in
ancient exegesis which had not been widely recognized before him. Thirdly, the
contemporary synthesis between ancient and modern exegesis which he
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advocates is precisely what is demanded by papal and conciliar teaching from
Providentissimus Deus to Dei Verbum. In conclusion, chapter 6 shows how
several recent trends in interpretation theory have paved the way for a greater
appreciation of the hermeneutical wisdom implicit in both the ancient exegetical
tradition and de Lubac's attempt to ‘recover’ it.
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. sacrament of confirmation? What is the purpose and meaning of this
sacramental anointing? What difference should confirmation and the gifts of
the Holy Spirit make in our lives? These questions and more are answered
by this dynamic talk appropriate for both teens and adults.
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In the Gospels, Christ made it clear just how important the sacraments
are for our lives. Yet today, many Catholics take them for granted. With |
little understanding of the importance and power of the sacraments,
these Catholics are simply going through the motions.

But as Marcellino D’Ambrosio explains in God’s Seven Gifts, God gave
us the sacraments as a gift to help us in our walk with him.
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