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Serve Christ in the Poor 

  

St. Gregory of Nazianzen 

Early Church Father and Doctor of the Church  
  

This excerpt from a sermon by Saint Gregory of Nazianzen 
(Oratio 14, De Pauperum amore, 38. 40: PG 35, 907. 910) is 
used in the Roman Catholic Office of Readings for 
Saturday of the 3rd week of Lent.  The accompanying 
biblical reading is Exodus 40: 16-38. 
  
  

Blessed are the merciful, because they shall obtain 
mercy, says the Scripture. Mercy is not the least of 
the beatitudes. Again: Blessed is he who is 
considerate to the needy and the poor. Once more: 
Generous is the man who is merciful and lends. In 
another place: All day the just man is merciful and 
lends. Let us lay hold of this blessing, let us earn the 
name of being considerate, let us be generous. 
 

Not even night should interrupt you in your duty of 
mercy. Do not say: Come back and I will give you something tomorrow. There 
should be no delay between your intention and your good deed. Generosity is the 
one thing that cannot admit of delay. 
 

Share your bread with the hungry, and bring the needy and the homeless into 
your house, with a joyful and eager heart. He who does acts of mercy should do 
so with cheerfulness. The grace of a good deed is doubled when it is done with 
promptness and speed. What is given with a bad grace or against one’s will is 
distasteful and far from praiseworthy. 
 

When we perform an act of kindness we should rejoice and not be sad about it. If 
you undo the shackles and the thongs, says Isaiah, that is, if you do away with 
miserliness and counting the cost, with hesitation and grumbling, what will be the 
result? Something great and wonderful! What a marvellous reward there will be: 
Your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will rise up quickly. Who 
would not aspire to light and healing. 
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If you think that I have something to say, servants of Christ, his brethren and co-
heirs, let us visit Christ whenever we may; let us care for him, feed him, clothe 
him, welcome him, honor him, not only at a meal, as some have done, or by 
anointing him, as Mary did, or only by lending him a tomb, like Joseph of 
Arimathaea, or by arranging for his burial, like Nicodemus, who loved Christ half-
heartedly, or by giving him gold, frankincense and myrrh, like the Magi before all 
these others. The Lord of all asks for mercy, not sacrifice, and mercy is greater 
than myriads of fattened lambs. Let us then show him mercy in the persons of 
the poor and those who today are lying on the ground, so that when we come to 
leave this world they may receive us into everlasting dwelling places, in Christ 
our Lord himself, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Feast of Faith - 2 DVD set | Resource on the Eucharist 

In this enlightening, four-part adult faith formation series developed for 
the Eucharist, Dr. D’Ambrosio offers profound reflections on the nature 
of the Holy Eucharist – the ―source and summit‖ of the Catholic faith. 
Don't forget the amazing workbook! 

  

I Believe - The Heart of Catholic Faith 

by: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. 
  

The Creed teaches us that God is a communion of Persons - the Trinity- and tell 
us of their nature and mission. In this four-part series, Marcellino 
D'Ambrosio uses enlightening metaphors and colorful anecdotes to show us that 
we are called to "live the Creed" by developing a loving relationship with God the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, and to have a deep devotion to the one, holy, Catholic 
and apostolic Church. 

I Believe - DVD - $49.95  I Believe Workbook - $6.95 

I Believe - CD - $19.95  
  

The Early Church Fathers  
  

A society characterized by the violence, loss of respect for life, exotic 
religious cults, homosexuality, sexual promiscuity, and even 
pedophilia. No, we're not talking about modern times -  
  

The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to 
Christ. If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in 
doing the same for our own de-Christianized society!  
  

Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 

Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 

Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set—$44.00  
Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00   
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