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"I Am the Light of the World"

Saint Augustine _ of Hippo
Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church

e mmmm—————a The following excerpt from St. Augustine's treatise on the Gospel of
John (Tract. 34, 8-9; CCL 36, 315-316) is used in the Roman Office
of Readings for the 4th Sunday in Lent. The corresponding biblical
reading is Leviticus 8:1-17; 9:22-24)

The Lord tells us: | am the light of the world; he who
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
q light of life. In these few words he gives a command and
makes a promise. Let us do what he commands so that
we may not blush to covet what he promises and to hear
him say on the day of judgement: “I laid down certain
conditions for obtaining my promises. Have you fulfilled
1 them?” If you say: “What did you command, Lord our
God?” he will tell you: “I commanded you to follow me. You asked for advice on
how to enter into life. What life, if not the life about which it is written: With you is
the fountain of life?”

Let us do now what he commands. Let us follow in the footsteps of the Lord. Let
us throw off the chains that prevent us from following him. Who can throw off
these shackles without the aid of the one addressed in these words: You have
broken my chains? Another psalm says of him: The Lord frees those in chains,
the Lord raises up the downcast.

Those who have been freed and raised up follow the light. The light they follow
speaks to them: | am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in
darkness. The Lord gives light to the blind. Brethren, that light shines on us now,
for we have had our eyes anointed with the eye-salve of faith. His saliva was
mixed with earth to anoint the man born blind. We are of Adam’s stock, blind
from our birth; we need him to give us light. He mixed saliva with earth, and so it
was prophesied: Truth has sprung up from the earth. He himself has said: | am
the way, the truth and the life.

We shall be in possession of the truth when we see face to face. This is his
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promise to us. Who would dare to hope for something that God in his goodness
did not choose to promise or bestow?

We shall see face to face. The Apostle says: Now | know in part, now obscurely
through a mirror, but then face to face. John the Apostle says in one of his
letters: Dearly beloved, we are now children of God, and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be. We know that when he is revealed we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he is. This is a great promise.

If you love me, follow me. “I do love you”, you protest, “but how do | follow you?”
If the Lord your God said to you: “I am the truth and the life”, in your desire for
truth, in your love for life, you would certainly ask him to show you the way to
reach them. You would say to yourself: “Truth is a great reality, life is a great
reality; if only it were possible for my soul to find them!”

The Early Church Fathers

| A society characterized by the loss of respect for life, violence, exotic

- religious cults, sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and even pedophilia.
8 | Sound familiar?

| The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to

s | Christ. If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing
the same for our own de-Christianized society!

Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus

(] Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine

Early Church Fathers 2 VHS Set—$44.95

fl| Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set—$49.95

8| Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00

= Early Church Fathers 2 Audio Set—$18.00

Early Church Fathers - the Sequel!

VOL Il of the ECF -- If you liked the first volume of Marcellino’s
EWTN shows on the ECF, you’ll LOVE this one! 19 shows, brief and
to the point, on some of the most fascinating figures in early Church
history—the indomitable St. John Chrysostom, the feisty St. Jerome,
and many others!
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