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Benedict XVI Notes Goals for Holy Land Trip
Asks Faithful to Pray for Success

VATICAN CITY, MAY 3, 2009 (Zenit.org).- Benedict XVl is
asking for prayers for his weeklong trip to the Holy Land, saying
that his pilgrimage seeks to promote dialogue, reconciliation
and peace.

The Pope invited the faithful to pray for the trip today when he
recited the midday Regina Caeli with those gathered in St.
Peter's Square. He is set to leave this Friday and return May 15,
and will visit Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian Territories.

The Holy Father noted that he will be following in the footsteps
of Paul VI and John Paul I, who also made pilgrimages to the
Holy Land. He expressed that he hopes "to confirm and encourage the Christians of the Holy
Land, who must daily confront many difficulties. As a successor of the Apostle Peter, | will show
the closeness and support of the whole body of the Church.”

"Moreover, | will be a pilgrim of peace, in the name of the one God, Father of all,” the Bishop of
Rome continued. "l will give witness to the Catholic Church's commitment in favor of those who
work to practice dialogue and reconciliation, to arrive to a stable and lasting peace in justice and
mutual respect.”

As well, the Pontiff noted, "this trip will necessarily have notable ecumenical and interreligious
significance. Jerusalem is, from this point of view, the symbolic city par excellence: There Christ
died so as to reunite all of the dispersed children of God."

Benedict XVI will deliver 29 discourses and homilies during his week in the Middle East. He will
also meet with civil authorities and representatives of Christianity, Islam and Judaism.

For more Catholic resources to feed your faith, visit www.dritaly.com

S ol Footprints of God - Paul DVD

JT e W Saul of Tarsus pursued murderous threats against the disciples, but after he was

Iin I knocked from his “high horse” and humbled by the hand of God his real adventure
; _.” began! Join the adventure and fall from a horse in the desert, dangle over the

[ hﬁl[' A Damascus Wall in a basket, cling to driftwood in the sea and stride along ancient

Roman roads. You'll better understand the life, ministry, and sufferings of Paul the

Apostle.
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The Holy Land: An Oxford Archaeological Guide :
Have you dreamed about going to the Holy Land and you haven't been [§i§ |\ e
able to make it yet? This book will take you through the geographic
heart and soul of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, the Holy Land has
immense significance for the millions of visitors it has attracted since as
early as the fifth century BC. Now in an exciting new edition, this
popular handbook once again offers tourists an indispensable, illustrated guide to
over 200 of the most important archeological and religious sites in the City of
Jerusalem and the surrounding area.

Feast of Faith DVD & Workbook
FEAST The Eucharist is truly a feast and in this enlightening, four-part series
developed to help Catholics and those becoming Catholics

4 understand and appreciate the Eucharist. Dr. D’Ambrosio offers
@ profound reflections and practlcal suggestions to make the Holy
Eucharist more truly the “source and summit” of our Christian
experience.
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