Vocations: Are You Called?

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio

] Flick on the television, turn to the news, and
| notice how hopeless things look. Terrorists Kill

% hundreds and intimidate millions. Sub-prime

mortgage crisis pushes the economy to the brink

of recession.

The future appeared equally bleak in first century Galilee. The
king was a lackey of the hated Romans. Traitorous tax collectors
. tOOK a big cut of the little money people managed to earn. The
"L | Sea of Galilee was in truth only a lake and competition was stiff to
g catch its few fish. Only two things were (and still are) inevitable:

death and taxes.

Into thls gloom steps someone whose face radiates hope, whose words penetrate to the
heart. To the people who live in the hellish kingdom of Herod, he announces that the
heavenly kingdom is at hand.

He walks the lakeshore alone. But his mission is not to remain alone. He has come to
call people out of the darkness into the light.

This, by the way, is what the word “Church” really means. The word
“ek-klesia” in Greek means those who are “called out.” To be a
Christian means to belong to a group of people who leave behind a
community of darkness with its tired way of life, to join a community
dedicated to a new, fresh way of living and an entirely different vision.
This does not mean necessarily withdrawing from family and friends,
moving to the mountains, and waiting for the second coming. That’s
“cult,” not “Church.”

But neither does “Church” simply mean attending mass once a week
and subscribing to a list of dogmas. To respond to Christ’s call to the
Church means to be in the world, but not of it. Not to be manipulated by the media. Not
to be motivated by the love of money, pleasure, and power. It means to “re-form your
life.” To allow your thinking and your pattern of life to be completely reorganized around
the truth of God’s word.
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Belonging to the Church does not just mean that you accept Jesus as Savior. It means
accepting Him also as Lord. It does not mean welcoming Christ as part of your life. It
means making him the center of your life.

To respond to the call means to hand over the reigns to Christ,
trusting that he knows you better than you know yourself, and
loves you more than you love yourself. It means willing to change
anything that He wants changed--from behavior, to ideas, to
friends, to career.

Peter and Andrew were small businessmen, running a family
fishing business. Jesus had a different plan for their lives. For
them, the call meant leaving behind their career. The same was
true for James and John. The four of them had the courage to
respond, despite the cost, and the Church, the community of
those “called out,” grew.

The Church has been growing ever since. But the Lord’s call, also known as “vocation,”
is different for each person. When it came to me as a teen, it meant leaving behind my
bass guitar and rock band to embrace the discipline of theological study. It also mean
turning off the TV to develop a life of prayer. In my twenties, it meant surrendering the
independence of single life to open my life to another in marriage, and to lovingly accept
the gift of five children from God, with all the accompanying responsibilities, joys, and
challenges.

The point is that a vocation is not just something that apostles,

priests and religious have. God has a unique and marvelous plan

for each one of our lives that involves sacrifice and joys beyond our
imaginings. And this plan leads all of us to a realm far beyond the
reach of death and taxes. But to experience the adventure of the
journey, and arrive at the destination, we have to accept the call.

And that means being ever ready to re-form our lives.

This article originally appeared in Our Sunday Visitor as a reflection
on the readings for the third Sunday in Ordinary time, Cycle A, (Is
8:23-9:3; Ps 27; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17) and is reproduced here by
permission of the author.

"I Believe" - The Heart of Catholic Faith - by: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D.
When people ask you to explain your faith, where do you start?

In this dynamic, four-part series, Dr. D'Ambrosio explains how the very heart of the
Christian faith is all about intimate, personal relationships. It's about a community

of love between three divine persons, and the powerful, loving way that each of EVE
those Divine Persons breaks into our world to transform our lives. This series
explains how faith is not irrational but the most reasonable response possible to GATHOL[C ‘%'QITH
God's amazing deeds.

| Believe - DVD - $49.95 | Believe - CD - $19.95 | Believe - Workbook - $6.95
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