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Happy Father's Day - God?

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio

@ Father’s Day invites us to ask a very important question — what does it
mean to call God “Father?”

#l Most of the great religions of the world believe in one God and teach the
¢ gist of the Ten Commandments.

* But that the supreme Being is not just “King of the Universe” or “Master”
but “Father,” that he desires us to have a close, familiar relationship with
Him—-these ideas you don’t find anywhere outside the teaching of Jesus.

To call God “Father” does not mean to say, of course, that he is an old man with a white
beard. Only the second person of the Blessed Trinity wedded himself to a male human
nature in the womb of Mary. The Father and the Holy Spirit are pure Spirit and transcend
male and female, masculine and feminine (CCC 239). This is no new insight brought to
Christianity by the feminist movement. It has always been taught that the word “Father”
applied to God, is used by way of analogy. Analogies tell us something very true despite
being imperfect. Until recently, the father was recognized by Western society as origin,
head and provider of the family. To call the first person of the Trinity “Father” means that
he is the origin and transcendent authority of all and cares for the needs of all.

But we all instinctively know that a father who pays the bills and barks
orders is not enough. We expect a dad to have an intimate,
affectionate relationship with his children, to spend “quality time” with
them. To call God “Father” means, then, that he is near to us,
intimately concerned with us, fond of us, even crazy about us. He is
not the distant, clockmaker God of Thomas Jefferson and the Deists.
This aloof God of the philosophers created the world to run by virtue
of its own natural laws so that he could withdraw and occupy himself
with more interesting pursuits.

No, the God whom Jesus calls Father cares about us and knows us intimately. “Every
hair on your head is numbered (Mat 10:30).” He loves us more than we love ourselves
and knows us better than we know ourselves.
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Now, this does not mean that He makes all things go smoothly for us. He loves us so
much that He made us in His image and likeness, which means He made us free. And
through the free choice of the first man, evil and death were invited into our world. He
does not shield us from all the troublesome consequences of this “original sin” which each
of us, sadly, has ratified with our own personal sin. But He sent us prophets, like
Jeremiah, to wake us up and warn us of the horrible consequences of disobedience. And
finally He sent his firstborn Son to be a new Adam, to pay the price of that disobedience
and give the human race an undeserved new start.

The most horrible consequence of sin, eternal death (Gehenna),
has been graciously removed for all who accept the free gift of
salvation that comes by way of the cross of Christ. But evil is still at
large in the world, and evil brings trials and tribulations. Our Father
will not shelter us from these anymore than He sheltered Jeremiah
" (Jer 20:10-13) or Jesus. A good father doesn't protect his children
_ forever from the harsh realities of life, but helps them as they
;—",_ progress through various stages of development to face the

~ challenges and grow through the difficulties. Scripture says that

- 9). How much more do we need to learn and mature, and some

g learning can only take place through suffering.

So as a true Father, he loves us too much to take us out of the fray. But there’s one thing
we can be sure of--He’ll never leave us to fight our battles alone.

This was originally Eublished in the June 19, 2005 edition of Our Sunday Visitor as a reflection upon the
readings for the 12" Sunday in Ordinary Time, liturgical cycle A (Jer 20:10-13, Ps. 69, Ro 5:12-15; Mt
10:26-33) which in 2005 coincided with the secular observance of Father’'s Day. It is reproduced here with
the permission of the author.

EWTN - The Virtues: Seven Habits of Champions

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio
Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio offers a spirited 8-part mediation in this new EWTN Home S
Video on the four moral virtues - Fortitude, Prudence, Justice, and Temperance - as SEVEN HARITS
well as the three theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity. of ChompioHe
Seven Habits of Champions lays out how God's inspiration for Christian living, st |
contained in the Scriptures and made known through the Catechism and Church
documents, is accessible to everyone and demonstrated for us through the lives of the
saints. We are all called to holiness. And though the practice of these seven "habits,"
heroic virtue can be attained!
Each VHS tape contains 4 episodes aired on EWTN!

Dr. Marcelline D'Ambrosio

Set of Two Videos with 8 shows - $49.95

Set of Two Audio Tapes - $19.95
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