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Pentecost
of the

Anonymous Early Church Father

the Church of God together all over the world. And as individual men who 
received the Holy Spirit in those days could speak in all kinds of tongues, so 
today the Church, united by the Holy Spirit, speaks in the language of every 
people.  
  

Therefore if somebody should say to one of us, "You have received the Holy 
Spirit, why do you not speak in tongues?" his reply should be, "I do indeed speak 
in the tongues of all men, because I belong to the body of Christ, that is, the 
Church, and she speaks all languages. What else did the presence of the Holy 
Spirit indicate at Pentecost, except that God's Church was to speak in the 
language of every people?" 
  

This was the way in which the Lord's promise was fulfilled: No one puts new wine 
into old wineskins. New wine is put into fresh skins, and so both are preserved. 
So when the disciples were heard speaking in all kinds of languages, some 
people were not far wrong in s
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Pentecost Tongues a Sign 
the Catholic Church 

Anonymous Early Church Father 

  

This selection from a sermon of a sixth century 
African Church Father (Sermo 8, 1-3: PL 65, 743
interprets the gift of tongues on Pentecost as a sign 
of the Catholicity and Universality of the Church 
which is, from the day of its birth, made up of people 
from all nations.  It is used in the Roman Office of 
Readings for Saturday of the 7th week of Easter, the 
vigil of Pentecost, and is accompanied by a biblical 
reading from the Third letter of John. 
  

The disciples spoke in the language of every 
nation. At Pentecost God chose this means to 
indicate the presence of the Holy Spirit: whoever 
had received the Spirit spoke in every kind of 
tongue. We must realize, dear brothers, that th
is the same Holy Spirit by whom love is poured 
out in our hearts. It was love that was to bring 
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wine. The truth is that the disciples had now become fresh wineskins, renewed 
and made holy by grace. The new wine of the Holy Spirit filled them, so that their 
fervor brimmed over and they spoke in manifold tongues. By this spectacular 
miracle they became a sign of the Catholic Church, which embraces the 
language of every nation.  
  

Keep this feast, then, as members of the one body of Christ. It will be no empty 
festival for you if you really live what you are celebrating. For you are the 
members of that Church which the Lord acknowledges as his own, being himself 
acknowledged by her, that same Church which he fills with the Holy Spirit as she 
spreads throughout the world. He is like a bridegroom who never loses sight of 
his own bride; no one could ever deceive him by substituting some other woman.  
  

To you men of all nations, then, who make up the Church of Christ, you, the 
members of Christ, you, the body of Christ, you, the bride of Christ---to all of you 
the Apostle addresses these words: Bear with one another in love; do all you can 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Notice that when Paul 
urges us to bear with one another, he bases his argument on love, and when he 
speaks of our hope of unity, he emphasizes the bond of peace. This Church is 
the house of God, built up of living stones, whose master is almighty God. It is his 
delight to dwell here. Take care, then, that he never has the sorrow of seeing it 
undermined by schism and collapsing in ruins.   

 
  

Confirmation - The Sacrament of Champions  
Confirmation is intimately linked to the feast of Pentecost since it 

is often called the "Sacrament of the Spirit."  If we've already 

received the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Baptism, why do we 

need the sacrament of confirmation? What is the purpose and 

meaning of this sacramental anointing? What difference should 

confirmation and the gifts of the Holy Spirit make in our lives? 

These questions and more are answered by this dynamic talk 

appropriate for both teens and adults. 

 CD - $9.00 each $25 for 3!  
                                    Cassette - $9.00 each or $25 for 3!  

  
  

God's Seven Gifts: The Sacraments of the Catholic Church - 6 CD Set 
 

In the Gospels, Christ made it clear just how important the sacraments are for our lives. 
Yet today, many Catholics take them for granted. With little understanding of the 
importance and power of the sacraments, these Catholics are simply going through the 
motions. 
But as Marcellino D’Ambrosio explains in God’s Seven Gifts, God gave us the 
sacraments as a gift to help us in our walk with him.  

CD - $39.95       
 


