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Quotes of Mother TeresaQuotes of Mother TeresaQuotes of Mother TeresaQuotes of Mother Teresa 
  

"Keep the joy of loving God in your heart and 
share this joy with all you meet especially your 
family. Be holy – let us pray." 

"I once picked up a "I once picked up a "I once picked up a "I once picked up a woman from a garbage dump woman from a garbage dump woman from a garbage dump woman from a garbage dump 
and she was burning with fever; she was in her and she was burning with fever; she was in her and she was burning with fever; she was in her and she was burning with fever; she was in her 
last days and her only lament was: ‘My son did last days and her only lament was: ‘My son did last days and her only lament was: ‘My son did last days and her only lament was: ‘My son did 
this to me.’ I begged her: You must forgive your this to me.’ I begged her: You must forgive your this to me.’ I begged her: You must forgive your this to me.’ I begged her: You must forgive your 
son. In a moment of madness, when he was not son. In a moment of madness, when he was not son. In a moment of madness, when he was not son. In a moment of madness, when he was not 
himself, he did a thing he regrets. Be a mhimself, he did a thing he regrets. Be a mhimself, he did a thing he regrets. Be a mhimself, he did a thing he regrets. Be a mother to other to other to other to 
him, forgive him. It took me a long time to make him, forgive him. It took me a long time to make him, forgive him. It took me a long time to make him, forgive him. It took me a long time to make 
her say: ‘I forgive my son.’ Just before she died in her say: ‘I forgive my son.’ Just before she died in her say: ‘I forgive my son.’ Just before she died in her say: ‘I forgive my son.’ Just before she died in 
my arms, she was able to say that with a real my arms, she was able to say that with a real my arms, she was able to say that with a real my arms, she was able to say that with a real 

forgiveness. She was not concerned that she was dying. The breaking of the forgiveness. She was not concerned that she was dying. The breaking of the forgiveness. She was not concerned that she was dying. The breaking of the forgiveness. She was not concerned that she was dying. The breaking of the 
heart was that her son dheart was that her son dheart was that her son dheart was that her son did not want her. This is something you and I can id not want her. This is something you and I can id not want her. This is something you and I can id not want her. This is something you and I can 
understand."understand."understand."understand." 

 "When once a chairman of a multinational company came to see me, to offer 
me a property in Bombay, he first asked: ‘Mother, how do you manage your 
budget?" I asked him who had sent him here. He replied: ‘I felt an urge inside 
me.’ I said: other people like you come to see me and say the same. It was 
clear God sent you, Mr. A, as He sends Mr. X, Mrs. Y, Miss Z, and they 
provide the material means we need for our work. The grace of God is what 
moved you. You are my budget. God sees to our needs, as Jesus promised. I 
accepted the property he gave and named it Asha Dan (Gift of Hope). 
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"Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have "Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have "Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have "Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have 
only today. Let us begin."only today. Let us begin."only today. Let us begin."only today. Let us begin." 

"Like Jesus we belong to the world living not for 
ourselves but for others. The joy of the Lord is our 
strength." 

"There are so many religions and each one has its "There are so many religions and each one has its "There are so many religions and each one has its "There are so many religions and each one has its 
different ways of following God. I follow Christ:different ways of following God. I follow Christ:different ways of following God. I follow Christ:different ways of following God. I follow Christ:    
Jesus is my God,Jesus is my God,Jesus is my God,Jesus is my God,    
Jesus is my Spouse,Jesus is my Spouse,Jesus is my Spouse,Jesus is my Spouse,    
Jesus is my Life,Jesus is my Life,Jesus is my Life,Jesus is my Life,    
Jesus is my only LoJesus is my only LoJesus is my only LoJesus is my only Love,ve,ve,ve,    
Jesus is my All in All;Jesus is my All in All;Jesus is my All in All;Jesus is my All in All;    
Jesus is my Everything."Jesus is my Everything."Jesus is my Everything."Jesus is my Everything."    

Make us worthy, Lord, to serve those people throughout the world who live 
and die in poverty and hunger. Give them through our hands, this day, their 
daily bread, and by our understanding love, give them peace and joy. 
I heard the call to give up all and follow Christ into the slums to serve Him 
among the poorest of the poor. It was an order.  
I was to leave the convent and help the poor while living among them.  

When a poor person dies of hunger, it has When a poor person dies of hunger, it has When a poor person dies of hunger, it has When a poor person dies of hunger, it has not happened because God did not not happened because God did not not happened because God did not not happened because God did not 
take care of him or her. take care of him or her. take care of him or her. take care of him or her.     
It has happened because neither you nor I wanted to give that person what It has happened because neither you nor I wanted to give that person what It has happened because neither you nor I wanted to give that person what It has happened because neither you nor I wanted to give that person what 
he or she needed.he or she needed.he or she needed.he or she needed.  
 
You and I, we are the Church, no? We have to share with our people. 
Suffering today is because people are hoarding, not giving, not sharing.  
Jesus made it very clear. Whatever you do to the least of my brethren, you do 
it to me. 
Give a glass of water, you give it to me. Receive a little 
child, you receive me.  
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Everybody today seems to be in such a terriblEverybody today seems to be in such a terriblEverybody today seems to be in such a terriblEverybody today seems to be in such a terrible rush, e rush, e rush, e rush, 
anxious for greater developments and greater riches and so anxious for greater developments and greater riches and so anxious for greater developments and greater riches and so anxious for greater developments and greater riches and so 
on, so that children have very little time for their parents. on, so that children have very little time for their parents. on, so that children have very little time for their parents. on, so that children have very little time for their parents. 
Parents have very little time for each other, and in the Parents have very little time for each other, and in the Parents have very little time for each other, and in the Parents have very little time for each other, and in the 
home begins the disruption of peace of the world.home begins the disruption of peace of the world.home begins the disruption of peace of the world.home begins the disruption of peace of the world.    

If we really want to love we must learn how to forgive. 

A clean heart is a free heart. A free heart can love Christ with an undivided A clean heart is a free heart. A free heart can love Christ with an undivided A clean heart is a free heart. A free heart can love Christ with an undivided A clean heart is a free heart. A free heart can love Christ with an undivided 
love in chastity, convinced that nothing and nobody will separate it from his love in chastity, convinced that nothing and nobody will separate it from his love in chastity, convinced that nothing and nobody will separate it from his love in chastity, convinced that nothing and nobody will separate it from his 
love. Purity, chastity, and virginity created a special beauty ilove. Purity, chastity, and virginity created a special beauty ilove. Purity, chastity, and virginity created a special beauty ilove. Purity, chastity, and virginity created a special beauty in Mary that n Mary that n Mary that n Mary that 
attracted God’s attention. He showed his great love for the world by giving attracted God’s attention. He showed his great love for the world by giving attracted God’s attention. He showed his great love for the world by giving attracted God’s attention. He showed his great love for the world by giving 
Jesus to her. Jesus to her. Jesus to her. Jesus to her.     

There is a terrible hunger for love. We all experience that in our lives - the 
pain, the loneliness. We must have the courage to recognize it. The poor you 
may have right in your own family.  
Find them. 
Love them.  
 
Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen, for God speaks in the Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen, for God speaks in the Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen, for God speaks in the Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen, for God speaks in the 
silence of the heart.silence of the heart.silence of the heart.silence of the heart.  

Give yourself fully to God. He will use you 
to accomplish great things on the 
condition that you believe much more in 
His love than in your own weakness. 
 
Speak tenderly to them. Let there be Speak tenderly to them. Let there be Speak tenderly to them. Let there be Speak tenderly to them. Let there be 
kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your 
smile, in the warmth of your greeting. smile, in the warmth of your greeting. smile, in the warmth of your greeting. smile, in the warmth of your greeting. 
Always have a cheerful smile. Don't only give your care, but give your heaAlways have a cheerful smile. Don't only give your care, but give your heaAlways have a cheerful smile. Don't only give your care, but give your heaAlways have a cheerful smile. Don't only give your care, but give your heart rt rt rt 
as wellas wellas wellas well.  
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The more you have, the more you are occupied, the less you give. But the less 
you have the more free you are. Poverty for us is a freedom. It is not 
mortification, a penance.  
It is joyful freedom. There is no television here, no this, no that. But we are 
perfectly happy.  
 

I pray that you will understand the words of Jesus, “Love one another as I I pray that you will understand the words of Jesus, “Love one another as I I pray that you will understand the words of Jesus, “Love one another as I I pray that you will understand the words of Jesus, “Love one another as I 
have loved you.” Ask yourself “How has he loved me? Do I really love others have loved you.” Ask yourself “How has he loved me? Do I really love others have loved you.” Ask yourself “How has he loved me? Do I really love others have loved you.” Ask yourself “How has he loved me? Do I really love others 
in the same way?” Unless this love is among us, we can kill ourselves wiin the same way?” Unless this love is among us, we can kill ourselves wiin the same way?” Unless this love is among us, we can kill ourselves wiin the same way?” Unless this love is among us, we can kill ourselves with th th th 
work and it will only be work, not love. Work without love is slavery.work and it will only be work, not love. Work without love is slavery.work and it will only be work, not love. Work without love is slavery.work and it will only be work, not love. Work without love is slavery.    

Little things are indeed little, but to be faithful in little things is a great 
thing.   

A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt, must A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt, must A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt, must A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt, must 
empty ourselves. The fruit of silence is pempty ourselves. The fruit of silence is pempty ourselves. The fruit of silence is pempty ourselves. The fruit of silence is prayer, the rayer, the rayer, the rayer, the 
fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, 
the fruit of love is service, the fruit of service is the fruit of love is service, the fruit of service is the fruit of love is service, the fruit of service is the fruit of love is service, the fruit of service is 
peace.peace.peace.peace. 

  

 

Personal Prayer: Pathway to Joy  

Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. 
Everyone knows that personal prayer is important.  You can't 
expect to deepen a relationship with God talking with Him only 
once a week!  But how, in the midst of the busy, noisy life we all 
lead, can we develop a pattern of daily prayer that really works?  
And if we are successful in carving out some moments for prayer, 
what do we do?  How should we spend that time in way that would 
be most fruitful? 
Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio has taught spiritual theology 
academically, but, more importantly, he's had plenty of practice 
applying that tradition to everyday life.  With a family of seven, a 
business, and a non-profit corporation to run, he knows the 
challenges that a busy, active life can pose to the Christian who 
wants to pray.  In this talk, he lays down principles and gives 
practical suggestions on how busy laypeople can develop a prayer 
life that leads to joy and personal transformation. 

CD - $8.95                  Audio Tape - $8.95 
 

 


