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For the Love of Lazarus H‘
by Dr. Marcellino D'’Ambrosio

The gospel story of the raising of Lazarus found in John 11 shows us
why Jesus can love some friends and disciples more than others, why
death is not natural and beautiful, the difference between resurrection
and resuscitation, and the deeper meaning of Jesus' miracles or
"signs" as they are called in the fourth gospel.
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" Some find it hard to accept that God would love
some people more than others. That wouldn’t
be fair, they say.

But God became man. If he did not love some

» more than others, Jesus wouldn’t be fully

¥ human. For human beings have family and
friends. While we can do good and even risk

A our lives for a stranger, we have special bonds

' of intimacy and affection with a rather small
circle. Out of twelve, Jesus had one especially

beloved. In the Gospel of this beloved disciple, we learn that Jesus had one

family who was particularly beloved in this way. The family was that of Mary,

Martha, and their brother Lazarus.

So it was a surprise to all that Jesus did not come immediately when he heard
that Lazarus was ill. Of course he was a busy man. But Jesus had dropped
everything many times before to heal strangers. This, on the other hand, was one
of his dearest friends. Not to worry, he explained to his disciples. This sickness
would not end in death.

Imagine their surprise when he tells them a few days later that Lazarus is dead

and that it’s time to visit his grave. Jesus knew what he was going to do. Yet
when he was met by a distraught Mary and her weeping companions, he did not
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rebuke them for crying. He did not say they should wear white and rejoice that
their brother had finally gone home to heaven. No, he wept with them.

Some people accept death as a natural part of human life.
Others think death to be merely a portal to eternity. Jesus
saw death as an enemy. His Father had never intended
for us to experience it. In fact, he forbade Adam and Eve
only one thing — a fruit that would make them subject to it.
Death came into the world through the envy of the devil,
not through the plan of God. Death wrenches soul from
body. It rips loved ones from the embrace of their families.
So in the presence of those wounded by death’s sting,
Jesus weeps.

Jesus’ miracles in the gospels always spring from his
compassion for the suffering. But he always has more in mind than helping just
the victim lying before him. His miraculous works in John’s gospel are called
signs because they point beyond themselves to something even greater he will
do to gain a greater benefit for all.

| This is why Jesus allowed Lazarus to die in the
"™ 4 first place. Because when he called him forth
from the tomb, Jesus was making clear why he
had come. His teaching was of course sublime.
: And his cures were life-changing. But wise and
~ BY healthy people still face the horror of death. If
; B Jesus were really the savior, he had to save us
from the grave. And the salvation would have to
@ be a permanent one. Lazarus’ resuscitation
was only a stay of execution. A few years later,
the mourners would have to assemble around
his bedside once again.

So, in the presence of the great crowd assembled for the funeral, Jesus called
Lazarus out of the tomb. This demonstration of Jesus’ power over death was a
sign of his own coming resurrection, and of Lazarus’s and ours as well.

This is the last recorded miracle or “sign” in John’s
gospel. Jesus knew it would be. You and | might expect
that the news of this miracle, brought back to Jerusalem
by numerous eye-witnesses, would lead to the :
acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Messiah. But the Lord £
knew it would have the exact opposite effect. It
demonstrated to his enemies just how great a threat he
was. They had to act fast to stop this sort of thing from
getting out of hand.
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But that was all part of his plan. For he was in total control. He planned to lay
his life down willingly, to experience the horrible torture of crucifixion, the bitter
wrenching of body from soul and friend from friend. He was willing to do this
because by means of it, he knew he would accomplish more for us than he had
for Lazarus—a victory over death that would last forever.

To sign up for our free weekly e-mail with Dr. D'Ambrosio's
commentary on the Sunday readings, liturgical feasts, updates
on where Dr. D will be speaking, a chance to WIN a FREE CD
and MORE, visit www.dritaly.com!

This article first appeared in Qur Sunday Visitor as a reflection on the readings for the 5"
Sunday of Lent, Cycle A (Ez 37, 12-14; Ps 130; Rom 8, 8-11; Jn 11: 1-45) and is reproduced
here by permission of the author.

For the Love of Lazarus is featured in the Lent and Holy Week and the Passion of the
Christ sections of The Crossroads Initiative Library.

To learn more about Christ as the Living Word, purchase Dr.
Marcellino D'Ambrosio's CD, The Passion - The Meaning of the
Movie. Why did Jesus have to pass through such horrible torture to
redeem us? Could not forgiveness and salvation have been obtained in
. some other way? Why does the Devil figure so prominently in the
movie? And why does Mary play such an important role? This talk, a
perfect complement to the film and The Guide to the Passion, will
help you get the most out of the movie and the most out of the season.
45 minutes, followed by questions and answers.
Retail - $9.00

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Heaven - Peter Kreeft
In the style of C. S. Lewis, Kreeft provides an unexcelled look at the r |
nature of Heaven that offers readers a refreshingly clear, k.

s

"undiscovered country." Kreeft's engaging and informative account
thoughtfully answers intriguing questions about heaven that speaks .. %% T
to the mind and heart. .

theologically sound, and always fascinating glimpse of that .%
g ™
|
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