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The Power of the Cross
Saint Leo the Great

2 _.’-_1‘:--@;*: Our understanding, which is enlightened by the Spirit of
~-"‘ 4 truth, should receive with purity and freedom of heart the
> ,. glory of the cross as it shines in heaven and on earth. It
\_3 should see with inner vision the meaning of the Lord’s words
« W@ il when he spoke of the imminence of his passion: The hour
.4 [~ has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Afterward he
W said: Now my soul is troubled, and what am | to say?

i Father save me from this hour But it was for this thatl

“* of the Father came from heaven saying, / have glorified
him, and will glorify him again, Jesus said in reply to those around him: /It was not
for me that this voice spoke, but for you. Now is the judgement of the world, now
will the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if | am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all things to myself.

How marvellous the power of the cross; how great beyond all telling the glory of
the passion: here is the judgement-seat of the Lord, the condemnation of the
world, the supremacy of Christ crucified.

Lord, you drew all things to yourself so that the devotion of all peoples
everywhere might celebrate, in a sacrament made perfect and visible, what was
carried out in the one temple of Judea under obscure foreshadowings.

Now there is a more distinguished order of Levites, a greater dignity for the rank
of elders, a more sacred anointing for the priesthood, because your cross is the
source of all blessings, the cause of all graces. Through the cross the faithful
receive strength from weakness, glory from dishonour, life from death.

The different sacrifices of animals are no more: the one offering of your body and
blood is the fulfilment of all the different sacrificial offerings, for you are the true
Lamb of God: you take away the sins of the world. In yourself you bring to
perfection all mysteries, so that, as there is one sacrifice in place of all other
sacrificial offerings, there is also one kingdom gathered from all peoples.



Dearly beloved, let us then acknowledge what Saint Paul, the teacher of the
nations, acknowledged so exultantly: This is a saying worthy of trust, worthy of
complete acceptance: Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners.

God’s compassion for us is all the more wonderful because Christ died, not for
the righteous or the holy but for the wicked and the sinful, and, though the divine
nature could not be touched by the sting of death, he took to himself, through his
birth as one of us, something he could offer on our behalf.

The power of his death once confronted our death. In the words of Hosea the
prophet: Death, | shall be your death; grave, | shall swallow you up. By dying he
submitted to the laws of the underworld; by rising again he destroyed them. He
did away with the everlasting character of death so as to make death a thing of
time, not of eternity. As all die in Adam, so all will be brought to life in Christ.

This reading is taken from the Roman Church'’s office of readings for Tuesday of the 5th week in
Lent. St. Leo was pope during the middle of the fifth century, a troubled time when barbarian
armies were ravaging the once mighty Roman empire. He is perhaps most famous for
persuading Attila the Hun to abandon his plans to sack the city of Rome. Leo, one of the Early
Church Fathers, was such an extraordinary teacher that he is one of the few Popes of history to
have been dubbed "the Great." For an overview of the Early Church Fathers by visit
www.dritaly.com..

The Meaning of the Passion

Mel Gibson's movie was released on Ash Wednesday for a reason.
Lent is about remembering the consequences of sin and price that
Jesus paid for our salvation. But as we ponder the movie and the

y events it depicts, we can't help but ask why it had to happen this
way. Why did Jesus have to pass through such horrible torture to
redeem us? Why does the Devil figure so prominently in the
movie? And why does Mary play such an important role? This talk,
a perfect complement to the film and The Guide to the Passion, will
help you get the most out of the movie and the most out of the
season. 45 minutes, followed by questions and answers.

Retail - $8.00

A Guide to the Passion: 100 Questions about Mel Gibson's The Passion of

the Christ

Millions of people have seen Mel Gibson’s epic film The Passion of The Christ.
This movie is not just another extraordinary Hollywood production—it’s a
personal call for each of us to encounter the person of Jesus Christ. Co-
Authored by Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. it answers 100 questions about Mel
Gibson's Passion of Christ.

1 for $5.95 2 for $10.00 5 for $22.50 10 for $40.00 50 for =
$100.00 00 Qs
For higher bulk discounts (100 for $1.50 each, 250 for $1 each; ™" ™™
1,000 for 90 cents), call 1.800.803.0118 or email
info@crossroadsinitiative.com
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