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The Three Fountains of the Church:
The Mystery of the Trinity

St. Jerome
Early Church Father and Doctor of the Church

This sermon on psalm 41 (CCL 78, 542-544) was originally addressed
to the newly baptized by St. Jerome in the early 5th century. The
living waters for which the deer longs is seen as a symbol of the
Mystery of the Trinity. This selection appears in the Roman catholic
Office of Readings for Thursday in the 13th week of ordinary time with
the accompanying biblical text taken from 2 Samuel 6;1-23, David
dancing before the Ark of the Covenant.

M Like a deer that longs for springs of water, so my soul longs for
you, O God. Now just as those deer long for springs of water,
so do our deer. Fleeing Egypt — that is, fleeing worldly things —
they have killed Pharaoh and drowned all his army in the waters of baptism.

Now, after the devil has been killed, they long for the springs of the Church: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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We can find the Father described as a spring in Jeremiah: They have abandoned
me, the fountain of living water, to dig themselves leaky cisterns that cannot hold
water. About the Son we read somewhere: They have forsaken the fountain of
wisdom. Finally, of the Holy Spirit: Anyone who drinks the water that | shall give
will have a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life. Here the evangelist is
saying that the words of the Saviour come from the Holy Spirit. So you see it very
clearly confirmed that the springs that water the Church are the mystery of the
Trinity.

These are the springs that believers long for. These are the springs that the souls
of the baptized seek, saying My soul thirsts for God, the living God. The soul
does not just feel like seeing God, it longs for him fervently, it is on fire with thirst
for him. Before they received baptism, the catechumens spoke to each other and
said, When shall | come and stand before the face of God? What they asked for
has now been given them: they have come and stood before the face of God.
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They have come before the altar and been confronted by the mystery of the
Savior.

Welcomed into the body of Christ and reborn in the springs of life, they
confidently say: I will go up to your glorious dwelling-place and into the house of
God. The house of God is the Church, the ‘dwelling-place’ where dwells the
sound of joy and thanksgiving, the crowds at the festival.

So then, you who have followed our lead and robed yourselves in Christ, let the
words of God lift you out of this turbulent age as a net lifts the little fishes out of
the water. In us the laws of nature are turned upside down — for fish, taken out of
the water, die; but the Apostles have fished us out of the sea that is this world not
to Kill us but to bring us from death to life. As long as we were in the world, our
eyes were peering into the depths and we led our lives in the mud. Now we have
been torn from the waves, we begin to see the true light. Moved by overwhelming
joy, we say to our souls: Put your hope in the Lord, | will praise him still, my
savior and my God.
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The Early Church Fathers - VOL |

A society characterized by the violence, loss of respect for life, S8
exotic religious cults, homosexuality, sexual promiscuity, and
even pedophilia. No, we're not talking about modern times -

The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan
society to Christ. If we pay attention to what they taught, we
will succeed in doing the same for our own de-Christianized
society!
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God's Seven Gifts: Seven Sacraments of the Catholic Church - 6 CD Set
W The Catholic Church has always emphasized how important the seven
Ll sacraments are for our lives. Yet many take these 7 sacraments for

4 lgranted. With little understanding of the sacraments, many are simply
L | going through the motions. This CD will give you new insight into the
%.I'meaning of these seven unique embraces of divine love that will unlock

=the power of the sacraments in your life!
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