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Advi

Early Church Father

you. The sea is mighty and vast, but do not be afraid, for as Scripture says: 
has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters. 
 

The Church of the Lord is built upon the rock of the apostles among so many 
dangers in the world; it therefore remains unmoved. The Church’s foundation is 
unshakeable and firm against the
Church but do not shatter it. Although the elements of this world constantly beat 
upon the Church with crashing sounds, the Church possesses the safest harbor 
of salvation for all in distress. Although the Chu
rides easily on rivers, especially those rivers that Scripture speaks of: 
have lifted up their voice. These are the rivers flowing from the heart of the man 
who is given drink by Christ and who receives from th
rivers overflow with the grace of the Spirit, they lift up their voice. 
 

There is also a stream which flows down on God’s saints like a torrent. There is 
also a rushing river giving joy to the heart that is at peace and makes f
Whoever has received from the fullness of this river, like John the Evangelist, like 
Peter and Paul, lifts up his voice. Just as the apostles lifted up their voices and 
preached the Gospel throughout the world, so those who drink these waters 
begin to preach the good news of the Lord Jesus. 
 

Drink, then, from Christ, so that your voice may also be heard. Store up in your 
mind the water that is Christ, the water that praises the Lord. Store up water from 
many sources, the water that rains down fro
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Advice to Pastors 

St. Ambrose of Milan 

Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church 
  

This advice to pastors comes from an excerpt from a letter by 
St. Ambrose, Father and Doctor of the Church (Epist. 2, 1
5.7: PL [edit. 1845] 879, 881) and is used in the Roman Office 
of Readings for the liturgical memorial (feast) of St. Ambrose 
on December 7. 
  

You have entered upon the office of bishop. Sitting 
at the helm of the Church, you pilot the ship against 
the waves. Take firm hold of the rudder of faith so 
that the severe storms of this world cannot disturb 

you. The sea is mighty and vast, but do not be afraid, for as Scripture says: 
has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters.  

The Church of the Lord is built upon the rock of the apostles among so many 
dangers in the world; it therefore remains unmoved. The Church’s foundation is 
unshakeable and firm against the assaults of the raging sea. Waves lash at the 
Church but do not shatter it. Although the elements of this world constantly beat 
upon the Church with crashing sounds, the Church possesses the safest harbor 
of salvation for all in distress. Although the Church is tossed about on the sea, it 
rides easily on rivers, especially those rivers that Scripture speaks of: 

These are the rivers flowing from the heart of the man 
who is given drink by Christ and who receives from the Spirit of God. When these 
rivers overflow with the grace of the Spirit, they lift up their voice.  

There is also a stream which flows down on God’s saints like a torrent. There is 
also a rushing river giving joy to the heart that is at peace and makes f
Whoever has received from the fullness of this river, like John the Evangelist, like 
Peter and Paul, lifts up his voice. Just as the apostles lifted up their voices and 
preached the Gospel throughout the world, so those who drink these waters 

in to preach the good news of the Lord Jesus.  

Drink, then, from Christ, so that your voice may also be heard. Store up in your 
mind the water that is Christ, the water that praises the Lord. Store up water from 
many sources, the water that rains down from the clouds of prophecy.
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This advice to pastors comes from an excerpt from a letter by 
, Father and Doctor of the Church (Epist. 2, 1-2. 4-

5.7: PL [edit. 1845] 879, 881) and is used in the Roman Office 
of Readings for the liturgical memorial (feast) of St. Ambrose 

f bishop. Sitting 
at the helm of the Church, you pilot the ship against 
the waves. Take firm hold of the rudder of faith so 
that the severe storms of this world cannot disturb 

you. The sea is mighty and vast, but do not be afraid, for as Scripture says: he 

The Church of the Lord is built upon the rock of the apostles among so many 
dangers in the world; it therefore remains unmoved. The Church’s foundation is 

assaults of the raging sea. Waves lash at the 
Church but do not shatter it. Although the elements of this world constantly beat 
upon the Church with crashing sounds, the Church possesses the safest harbor 

rch is tossed about on the sea, it 
rides easily on rivers, especially those rivers that Scripture speaks of: The rivers 

These are the rivers flowing from the heart of the man 
e Spirit of God. When these 

There is also a stream which flows down on God’s saints like a torrent. There is 
also a rushing river giving joy to the heart that is at peace and makes for peace. 
Whoever has received from the fullness of this river, like John the Evangelist, like 
Peter and Paul, lifts up his voice. Just as the apostles lifted up their voices and 
preached the Gospel throughout the world, so those who drink these waters 

Drink, then, from Christ, so that your voice may also be heard. Store up in your 
mind the water that is Christ, the water that praises the Lord. Store up water from 

m the clouds of prophecy. 



PO Box 271227 + Flower Mound, TX + 75027 + 1-800-803-0118 + www.dritaly.com 

 

 

Whoever gathers water from the mountains and leads it to himself or draws it 
from springs, is himself a source of dew like the clouds. Fill your soul, then, with 
this water, so that your land may not be dry, but watered by your own springs. 
 

He who reads much and understands much, receives his fill. He who is full, 
refreshes others. So Scripture says: If the clouds are full, they will pour rain upon 
the earth. 
 

Therefore, let your words be rivers, clean and limpid, so that in your exhortations 
you may charm the ears of your people. And by the grace of your words win 
them over to follow your leadership. Let your sermons be full of understanding. 
Solomon says: The weapons of the understanding are the lips of the wise; and in 
another place he says: Let your lips be bound with wisdom. That is, let the 
meaning of your words shine forth, let understanding blaze out. See that your 
addresses and expositions do not need to invoke the authority of others, but let 
your words be their own defense. Let no word escape your lips in vain or be 
uttered without depth of meaning. 
   

This reading is featured in the Early Church Fathers and the Virtues & Christian Character 
sections of The Crossroads Initiative Library.  

 
 

 The Early Church Fathers  
A society characterized by the loss of respect for life, violence, exotic religious 
cults, sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and even pedophilia. Sound 
familiar? 
The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to Christ. If 
we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing the same for 
our own de-Christianized society!  
Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 
Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 

 

Early Church Father 2 DVD Set—$44.00  
Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00  

  

I Believe - The Heart of Catholic Faith 
The Creed teaches us that God is a communion of Persons - the Trinity- 
and tell us of their nature and mission. In this four-part series, Marcellino 
D'Ambrosio uses enlightening metaphors and colorful anecdotes to show 
us that we are called to "live the Creed" by developing a loving 
relationship with God the Father, Son, and Spirit, and to have a deep 
devotion to the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. 

  

Exploring the Catholic Church  
An Introduction to Catholic Teaching and Practice by Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio is an 
accessible, affordable Roman Catholic Book--perfect gift for anyone!! -- the inactive 
Catholic, the Sunday Catholic wanting to know more, Protestants who want to know 
why Catholics do what they do. Be sure to check out the awesome pricing for 
multiples! 
  

Check out even more wonderful resources on S*A*L*E!! Only while supplies last, so order 
today!  

 


