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Ignorance of Scripture
is Ignorance of Christ

BY St. Jerome
Early Church Father and Doctor of the Church

This famous excerpt from Jerome's Commentary on Isaiah (Nn. 1.2: CCL 73, 1-3) is used in
the Roman Office of Readings for the Feast (liturgical memorial) of St. Jerome on
September 30. In it, St. Jerome firmly insists that ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of
Christ. A strong exhortation from a Father and Doctor of the Catholic Church to Christians
urging all to recognize that serious Bible study is a necessity, not an optional luxury. The
author, St. Jerome, was a monk and bible scholar of the 5th century, a contemporary of
Saint Augustine.

linterpret as | should, following the command of Christ:
Search the Scriptures, and Seek and you shall find. Christ will
not say to me what he said to the Jews: You erred, not
knowing the Scriptures and not knowing the power of God. For
if, as Paul says, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of
God, and if the man who does not know Scripture does not
know the power and wisdom of God, then ignorance of
Scripture is ignorance of Christ.

Therefore, | will imitate the head of a household who brings

~ out of his storehouse things both new and old, and says to his
¢ spouse in the Song of Songs: | have kept for you things new
and old, my beloved. In this way permit me to explain Isaiah,
showing that he was not only a prophet, but an evangelist and
an apostle as well. For he says about himself and the other

= evangelists: How beautiful are the feet of those who preach
Sl good news, of those who announce peace. And God speaks to
him as if he were an apostle: Whom shall | send, who will go to
my people? And he answers: Here | am; send me.

No one should think that | mean to explain the entire subject matter of this great book of Scripture
in one brief sermon, since it contains all the mysteries of the Lord. It prophesies that Emmanuel is
to be born of a virgin and accomplish marvelous works and signs. It predicts his death, burial and
resurrection from the dead as the Savior of all men. | need say nothing about the natural
sciences, ethics and logic. Whatever is proper to Holy Scripture, whatever can be expressed in
human language and understood by the human mind, is contained in the book of Isaiah. Of these
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mysteries the author himself testifies when he writes: You will be given a vision of all things, like
words in a sealed scroll. When they give the writings to a wise man, they will say: Read this. And
he will reply: | cannot, for it is sealed. And when the scroll is given to an uneducated man and he
is told: Read this, he will reply: | do not know how to read.

Should this argument appear weak to anyone, let him listen to the Apostle: Let two or three
prophets speak, and let others interpret; if, however, a revelation should come to one of those
who are seated there, let the first one be quiet. How can they be silent, since it depends on the
Spirit who speaks through his prophets whether they remain silent or speak? If they understood
what they were saying, all things would be full of wisdom and knowledge. But it was not the air
vibrating with the human voice that reached their ears, but rather it was God speaking within the
soul of the prophets, just as another prophet says: It is an angel who spoke in me; and again,
Crying out in our hearts, Abba, Father’, and | shall listen to what the Lord God says within me.

To further your understanding of scripture be sure to visit the Catholic Bible
Study section of our Resources and Library!

For more Catholic resources to feed your faith, visit www.dritaly.com

The Great Adventure Bible Time Line - 24 Talk Overview of

Salvation History
Now you can have Jeff Cavins as your personal Bible teacher in this one-of-a-kind Bible Study
series. This dynamic series offers a compelling overview of God’s plan of salvation. Beginning with the

first talk, you will discover how the Bible Time Line system developed by Jeff Cavins answers many of e
the questions we all have about the people, places and events of the Bible. Once you understand the 5'“;';&*,;*
“big picture” of God’s plan of salvation—and where the various biblical characters fit in this overall ;M..‘;.‘,

story—you develop a new appreciation for the Scriptures. Your understanding of the Scripture readings
at Mass will truly come alive. Begin the journey today. Order your full set of 24 talks for your personal
study, or for RCIA or other adult faith formation class!

gy " Adventures in Matthew: The King and His
R f “#  Kingdom (DVD)

Take a journey through the Gospel of Matthew with Jeff Cavins as your

R personal teacher and guide. Discover the riches and beauty hidden in the

== _UTIRRER —pages of this "first" gospel. Explore deeply Matthew’s account of the Annunciation and Birth of

} [' Jesus, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’ miracles, and the Passion. Also available on CD! Be
sure to check out the study material.

Adventures in Acts 20-Week CDs

Continue on the journey with this 20-week study of Acts of the Apostles and the story of the &

earliest days of the Church. This study completes The Great Adventure foundation series e

by showing how Christ’s work continues through you and me in the Church today. Here’s i e

where you "find yourself in the Story" that you learned the Bible Timeline Study. This study ACT:J

will show how other parts of the New Testament fit into the narrative told in Acts and will st mwim s
reference portions of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. ) ; :'

oy T3 Teen Bible Study 8 Part Series - DVD

Presented by Mark Hart, a dynamic speaker who has his finger on the

pulse of today’s Catholic teens, T3 is the foundational teen Bible study based on the popular Great
‘Adventure Bible Timeline seminar created by Jeff Cavins. T3 unpacks God’s Word in a manner teens can
relate to by showing them the “big picture” of salvation history, and it gives them an overview of
Scripture—and then leads them deeper into its riches.
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