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Job --  
"If we have received good from the Lord 

Shall we not receive Evil?" 
  

St. Gregory the Great 
 Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church 
  

This excerpt from St. Gregory the Great's Moral Reflections on 
Job (Moralia in Job, Lib. 3, 15-16: pl 75, 606-608) treats of the 
problem of life's trials and misfortunes and why God allows them.  
This is, of course, the theme of the entire book of Job--the 
problem of evil, suffering and pain.  This reading is used in the 
Roman Office of Readings for Monday of the 8th week in ordinary 
time with the accompanying biblical reading taken from Job 2:1-
13. 
  

Paul saw the riches of wisdom within himself though he 
himself was outwardly a corruptible body, which why he 
says We have this treasure in earthen vessels. In Job, 
then, the earthenware vessel felt his gaping sores 

externally; while this interior treasure remained unchanged. Outwardly he had 
gaping wounds but that did not stop the treasure of wisdom within him from 
welling up and uttering these holy and instructive words: If we have received 
good at the hand of the Lord, shall we not receive evil? By the good he means 
the good things given by God, both temporal and eternal; by evil he means the 
blows he is suffering from in the present. Of those evils the Lord says, through 
the prophet Isaiah,  
 
I am the Lord, unrivalled, 
I form the light and create the dark. 
I make good fortune and create calamity, 
it is I, the Lord, who do all this. 
 

I form the light, and create the dark, because when the darkness of pain is 
created by blows from without, the light of the mind is kindled by instruction 
within.  
 

I make good fortune and create calamity, because when we wrongly covet things 
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which it was right for God to create, they are turned into scourges and we see 
them as evil. We have been alienated from God by sin, and it is fitting that we 
should be brought back to peace with him by the scourge. As every being, which 
was created good, turns to pain for us, the mind of the chastened man may, in its 
humbled state, be made new in peace with the Creator. 
 

We should especially notice the skilful turn of reflection he uses when he gathers 
himself up to meet the persuading of his wife, when he says If we have received 
good at the hand of the Lord, shall we not receive evil? It is a great consolation to 
us if, when we suffer afflictions, we recall to remembrance our Maker’s gifts to us. 
Painful things will not depress us if we quickly remember also the gifts that we 
have been given. As Scripture says, In the day of prosperity do not forget 
affliction, and in the day of affliction, do not forget prosperity. 
 

Whoever, in the moment of receiving God’s gifts but forgets to fear possible 
affliction, will be brought low by his presumption. Equally, whoever in the moment 
of suffering fails to take comfort from the gifts which it has been his lot to receive, 
is thrown down from the steadfastness of his mind and despairs. 
 

The two must be united so that each may always have the other’s support, so 
that both remembrance of the gift may moderate the pain of the blow and fear of 
the blow may moderate exuberance at receiving the gift. Thus the holy man, to 
soothe the depression of his mind amidst his wounds, weighs the sweetness of 
the gifts against the pains of affliction, saying If we have received good at the 
hand of the Lord, shall we not receive evil? 
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Great Adventure Bible Time Line Catholic Scripture Study --24 talks on DVD 
The Bible Timeline provides a clear understanding of the underlying Scriptural 
narrative, which is essential to all Bible reading and study. The 24-part Bible 
Timeline Bible Study dives deep into the Biblical story. A combination of individual 
reading and study, group discussion, and lecture commentary guides participants as 
they read through the 14 narrative books of The Bible Timeline and discover the 
meaning of each in light of the whole.  

  

Food for Thought 
Food for Thought is a choline enriched supplement containing brain-boosting 
nutrients. Food for Thought encourages peak mental function and capacity and 
enhanced mental focus. 
  

 

SUGAR FREE - Winrgy® 
Winrgy is an invigorating, citrus-flavored energy and mental performance drink 
loaded with vitamins, minerals and amino acids that will help you stay energized and 
focused — so you can work, play and perform at your best. 
This Winrgy includes Food for Thought right in the mix!  
  

 


