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The Incarnation and Human Dignity

Early Church Father
  

  

St. Peter Chrysologus, an Early Church Father, 
Ravenna, Italy and died around the year 450.
one of his sermons (Sermo 148: PL 52, 596
incarnation is used in the Roman Office of Readings for the 
feast (liturgical memorial) of St. Peter Chrysologus on July 30.
  

A virgin conceived, bore a son, and yet remained a 
virgin. This is no common occurrence, but a sign; no 
reason here, but God’s po
not nature. It is a special event, not shared by others; it is 
divine, not human. Christ’s birth was not necessity, but 
an expression of omnipotence, a sacrament of piety for 
the redemption of men. He who made man without 
gene

born from a pure body. The hand that assumed clay to make our flesh deigned to 
assume a body for our salvation. That the Creator is in his creature and God is in 
the flesh brings dignity to man without dishonor 
 

Why then, man, are you so worthless in your own eyes and yet so precious to 
God? Why render yourself such dishonor when you are honored by him? Why do 
you ask how you were created and do not seek to know why you were made? 
Was not this entire visible universe made for your dwelling? It was for you that 
the light dispelled the overshadowing gloom; for your sake was the night 
regulated and the day measured, and for you were the heavens embellished with 
the varying brilliance of the sun, 
with flowers, groves and fruit; and the constant marvellous variety of lovely living 
things was created in the air, the fields, and the seas for you, lest sad solitude 
destroy the joy of God’s new creation. And
that can add to your glory. He has made you in his image that you might in your 
person make the invisible Creator present on earth; he has made you his legate, 
so that the vast empire of the world might have the Lo
his mercy God assumed what he made in you; he wanted now to be truly 
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The Incarnation and Human Dignity
  

St. Peter Chrysologus 
Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church 

St. Peter Chrysologus, an Early Church Father,  was bishop of 
Ravenna, Italy and died around the year 450.  This excerpt from 
one of his sermons (Sermo 148: PL 52, 596-598) on the 
incarnation is used in the Roman Office of Readings for the 
feast (liturgical memorial) of St. Peter Chrysologus on July 30.

A virgin conceived, bore a son, and yet remained a 
virgin. This is no common occurrence, but a sign; no 
reason here, but God’s power, for he is the cause, and 
not nature. It is a special event, not shared by others; it is 
divine, not human. Christ’s birth was not necessity, but 
an expression of omnipotence, a sacrament of piety for 
the redemption of men. He who made man without 
generation from pure clay made man again and was 

born from a pure body. The hand that assumed clay to make our flesh deigned to 
assume a body for our salvation. That the Creator is in his creature and God is in 
the flesh brings dignity to man without dishonor to him who made him.

Why then, man, are you so worthless in your own eyes and yet so precious to 
God? Why render yourself such dishonor when you are honored by him? Why do 
you ask how you were created and do not seek to know why you were made? 

s entire visible universe made for your dwelling? It was for you that 
the light dispelled the overshadowing gloom; for your sake was the night 
regulated and the day measured, and for you were the heavens embellished with 
the varying brilliance of the sun, the moon and the stars. The earth was adorned 
with flowers, groves and fruit; and the constant marvellous variety of lovely living 
things was created in the air, the fields, and the seas for you, lest sad solitude 
destroy the joy of God’s new creation. And the Creator still works to devise things 
that can add to your glory. He has made you in his image that you might in your 
person make the invisible Creator present on earth; he has made you his legate, 
so that the vast empire of the world might have the Lord’s representative. Then in 
his mercy God assumed what he made in you; he wanted now to be truly 
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Why then, man, are you so worthless in your own eyes and yet so precious to 
God? Why render yourself such dishonor when you are honored by him? Why do 
you ask how you were created and do not seek to know why you were made? 

s entire visible universe made for your dwelling? It was for you that 
the light dispelled the overshadowing gloom; for your sake was the night 
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manifest in man, just as he had wished to be revealed in man as in an image. 
Now he would be in reality what he had submitted to be in symbol. 
 

And so Christ is born that by his birth he might restore our nature. He became a 
child, was fed, and grew that he might inaugurate the one perfect age to remain 
for ever as he had created it. He supports man that man might no longer fall. And 
the creature he had formed of earth he now makes heavenly; and what he had 
endowed with a human soul he now vivifies to become a heavenly spirit. In this 
way he fully raised man to God, and left in him neither sin, nor death, nor travail, 
nor pain, nor anything earthly, with the grace of our Lord Christ Jesus, who lives 
and reigns with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, for all 
the ages of eternity. Amen.  

 
How Mary and the Rosary Can Change Your Life 

by: Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio 
  

Talk 1:  The Virgin Mary: Model of Faith 
Some Christians seem to neglect the Blessed Virgin Mary; others seem overly 
preoccupied with her.  What is the true role of Mary in God's plan, her intended 
role in our lives now, and the proper form of devotion to her?  In this talk, Dr. 
D'Ambrosio provides enlightening and inspiring answers to these questions from 
Scripture, common sense and the teaching of the Church. 

  

Talk 2: A Fresh Look at The Rosary 

  

There is something here for everyone-- those who have problems with the rosary, and those 
who've read every book on the subject.  Drawing from scripture, history, Church teaching and 
personal experience, Dr. D'Ambrosio shares insights on the rosary in this talk that will forever 
change the way you look at and experience this traditional devotion. 
  

2 CD Set - $18.00                      2 Audio Tape Set $18.00 
  

Great Adventure Bible Time Line Catholic Bible Study by Jeff Cavins -- DVD 
The Bible Timeline provides a clear understanding of the underlying Scriptural 
narrative, which is essential to all Bible reading and study. The 24-part Bible 
Timeline Bible Study dives deep into the Biblical story. A combination of individual 
reading and study, group discussion, and lecture commentary guides participants 
as they read through the 14 narrative books of The Bible Timeline and discover the 
meaning of each in light of the whole.  

  

Feast of Faith DVD & Workbook 
In this enlightening, four-part adult faith formation series developed for the 
Eucharist, Dr. D’Ambrosio offers profound reflections and practical suggestions to 
make the Holy Eucharist more truly the “source and summit” of our Christian 
experience. DVD and Workbook Set for the Year of the Eucharist. 

  

WIN Deluxe Weight Loss Package NEW! 
The WIN Deluxe Weight Loss Package can help jump-start your weight loss 
regimen, safely and effectively. Used together these products provide a thorough 
and well rounded weight loss program when combined with diet and exercise. 
  

 

 


