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Meditating on Christ's Passion 

  

Pope St. Leo the Great 
Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church  

  

  

This excerpt from a sermon by Saint Leo the Great (Sermo 15, De 
Passione Domini, 3-4; PL 54, 366-367) on the victory of the cross is a 
wonderful help in meditating on Christ's Passion.  It is used in the 
Roman Office of readings for Thursday of the 4th week of Lent.  
 
 The image to the left is an interpretation of Veronica's Encounter with 
her Lord on the way of the Cross by Anthony D'Ambrosio, seminarian at 
St. John Vianney College Seminary, St. Paul MN.  For information on 
Anthony's artwork, contact info@crossroadsinitiative.com.  
  

True reverence for the Lord’s passion means fixing the eyes of our 
heart on Jesus crucified and recognizing in him our own humanity. 

 

The earth - our earthly nature - should tremble at the suffering of its 
Redeemer. The rocks - the hearts of unbelievers - should burst 
asunder. The dead, imprisoned in the tombs of their mortality, should 

come forth, the massive stones now ripped apart. Foreshadowings of the future resurrection 
should appear in the holy city, the Church of God: what is to happen to our bodies should now 
take place in our hearts. 
 
No one, however weak, is denied a share in the victory of the cross. No one is beyond the help of 
the prayer of Christ. His prayer brought benefit to the multitude that raged against him. How much 
more does it bring to those who turn to him in repentance. 

 

Ignorance has been destroyed, obstinacy has been overcome. The sacred blood of Christ has 
quenched the flaming sword that barred access to the tree of life. The age-old night of sin has 
given place to the true light. 

 

The Christian people are invited to share the riches of paradise. All who have been reborn have 
the way open before them to return to their native land, from which they had been exiled. Unless 
indeed they close off for themselves the path that could be opened before the faith of a thief. 

 

The business of this life should not preoccupy us with its anxiety and pride, so that we no longer 
strive with all the love of our heart to be like our Redeemer, and to follow his example. Everything 
that he did or suffered was for our salvation: he wanted his body to share the goodness of its 
head. 
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First of all, in taking our human nature while remaining God, so that the Word became man, he 
left no member of the human race, the unbeliever excepted, without a share in his mercy. Who 
does not share a common nature with Christ if he has welcomed Christ, who took our nature, and 
is reborn in the Spirit through whom Christ was conceived? 

 

Again, who cannot recognize in Christ his own infirmities? Who would not recognize that Christ’s 
eating and sleeping, his sadness and his shedding of tears of love are marks of the nature of a 
slave? 
 
It was this nature of a slave that had to be healed of its ancient wounds and cleansed of the 
defilement of sin. For that reason the only-begotten Son of God became also the son of man. He 
was to have both the reality of a human nature and the fullness of the godhead. 

 

The body that lay lifeless in the tomb is ours. The body that rose again on the third day is ours. 
The body that ascended above all the heights of heaven to the right hand of the Father’s glory is 
ours. If then we walk in the way of his commandments, and are not ashamed to acknowledge the 
price he paid for our salvation in a lowly body, we too are to rise to share his glory. The promise 
he made will be fulfilled in the sight of all: Whoever acknowledges me before men, I too will 
acknowledge him before my Father who is in heaven. 
  

  
For more Lenten Resources please visit the Library Page or 40 Ways to Get More Out of Lent. 

  
  

For more Catholic resources to feed your faith, visit the Crossroads Initiative Homepage. 
  
 

  
To sign up for our free weekly e-mail with Dr. D'Ambrosio's commentary on the Sunday readings, 
liturgical feasts, updates on where Dr. D will be speaking, a chance to WIN a FREE CD and 

MORE,    

 
The Fathers of the Church - Who They Are and 
Why They Matter 
In a single, upbeat talk, full of examples and stories about some of 
the Church's most intriguing personalities, Marcellino D'Ambrosio 
explains who people are talking about when they refer to the 
"Fathers of the Church" or "Early Church Fathers.  Though the 
ranks of the fathers include a tremendous variety of cultures, 
locales, and personalities, there is surprising consensus that 
emerges from them on a variety of the most important questions of 
our day.  In this talk, Marcellino makes clear just how much 
these figures have to teach us today.   

  

Retail - $8.95 CD        Audio Tape - $8.95 
  

Early Church Fathers - VOL II 
Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio, host of EWTN’s Early Church Fathers TV series, 
continues to acquaint us with the colorful personalities of the earliest Christian 
teachers, making their dynamic message accessible, enjoyable, and relevant to 
the challenges of everyday life. This, the second volume of series, consists of 
shows produced in 2006 and covering fascinating personalities such as the 
courageous St. John Chrysostom, the outspoken bible scholar, Jerome, and 17 
other heroes of the Early Church. 

 

visit http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/drawing.html!
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