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The Cross of Christ, The Cosmic Tree

Pseudo-Chrysostom

This powerfully poetic sermon was preached during Holy
Week in the early church, somewhere around the 5th
century, by someone whose name has been lost. It was
wrongly attributed to the great preacher St. John
Chrysostom. Pseudo-Chrysostom Homily VI for Holy
Week (P.G. lix, 743-6).

This Tree is my eternal salvation. Itis my
nourishment and my banquet. Amidst its roots | cast
my own roots deep: beneath its boughs | grow and
expand, revelling in its sigh as in the wind itself.
Flying from the burning heat, | have pitched my tent
in its shadow, and have found a resting-place of dewy freshness. | flower with its
flowers; its fruits bring perfect joy - fruits which have been preserved for me since
time's beginning, and which now | freely eat. This Tree is a food, sweet food, for
my hunger, and a fountain for my thirst; it is a clothing for my nakedness; its
leaves are the breath of life. Away with the fig-tree, from this time on! If | fear
God, this is my protection; if | stumble, this is my support; it is the prize for which
| fight and the reward of my victory. This is my straitened path, my narrow way;
this is the stairway of Jacob, where angels pass up and down, and where the
Lord in very truth standing at the head.

This Tree, vast as heaven itself, rises from earth to the skies, a plant immortal,
set firm in the midst of heaven and earth, base of all that is, foundation of the
universe, support of this world of men, binding-force of all creation, holding within
itself all the- mysterious essence of man. Secured with the unseen clamps of the
spirit, so that, adjusted to the Divine, it may never bend or warp, with foot resting
firm on earth it towers to the topmost skies, and spans with its allembracing arms
the boundless gulf of space between.

He was All, and in all, filling it with himself; stripped naked for battle against the
powers of the air. . .

With him two thieves were extended, bearing within themselves the marks of
those two peoples, the marks of those two types of mind. . .
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When this cosmic combat came to an end ... the heavens shook; almost, the
stars fell from the skies; the light of the sun was extinguished for a time; rocks
were split asunder; the entire world was all but shattered ... But great Jesus
breathed forth his divine Soul, saying: "Father, into Thy hand | commend my
spirit." And lo, even while all things shuddered and heaved in earthquake,
reeling for fear, his divine Soul ascended, giving life and strength to all; and again
creation was still, as if this divine Crucifixion and Extension had everywhere
unfolded and spread, penetrating all things, through all, and in all.

0 Thou who art alone among the alone, and all in all! Let the heavens hold thy
Godhead; and paradise, thy soul; and earth, thy blood ... For the Indivisible has
become divided, so that all might be saved, and the world below might not
remain ignorant of the coming of God...

We beseech thee now, Lord God, Christ, eternal King of souls: stretch forth thy
mighty hands over thy sacred Church, and over a holy people for ever thine.

For more Catholic resources to feed your faith, visit the Crossroads Initiative
Homepage.

To sign up for our free weekly e-mail with Dr. D’Ambrosio’s
commentary on the Sunday readings, liturgical feasts, updates
on where Dr. D will be speaking, a chance to WIN a FREE CD
and MORE, CLICK HERE!

EWTN - The Virtues: Seven
Habits of Champions

Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio
Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio offers a spirited 8-part mediation
in this new EWTN Home Video on the four moral virtues -
Fortitude, Prudence, Justice, and Temperance - as well as
the three theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity.
Seven Habits of Champions lays out how God's inspiration
for Christian living, contained in the Scriptures and made |
known through the Catechism and Church documents, is 0. Maroolilio:Ambrosio
accessible to everyone and demonstrated for us through the
lives of the saints. We are all called to holiness. And though the practice of these
seven "habits," heroic virtue can be attained!
Each VHS tape contains 4 episodes aired on EWTN!

Set of Two Videos with 8 shows - $49.95

Set of Two Audio Tapes - $19.95
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