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Let us sing to the Lord a song of love

AES Sing to the Lord a new song; his praise is in the assembly of

© the saints. We are urged to sing a new song to the Lord, as

~ new men who have learned a new song. A song is a thing of
joy; more profoundly, it is a thing of love. Anyone, therefore,
who has learned to love the new life has learned to sing a new
song, and the new song reminds us of our new life. The new
man, the new song, the new covenant, all belong to the one
kingdom of God, and so the new man will sing a new song and
will belong to the new covenant.

There is not one who does not love something, but the question is, what to love.
The psalms do not tell us not to love, but to choose the object of our love. But
how can we choose unless we are first chosen? We cannot love unless someone
has loved us first. Listen to the apostle John: We love him, because he first loved
us. The source of man’s love for God can only be found in the fact that God loved
him first. He has given us himself as the object of our love, and he has also given
us its source. What this source is you may learn more clearly from the apostle
Paul who tells us: The love of God has been poured into our hearts. This love is
not something we generate ourselves; it comes to us through the Holy Spirit who
has been given to us.

Since we have such an assurance, then, let us love God with the love he has
given us. As John tells us more fully: God is love, and whoever dwells in love
dwells in God, and God in him. It is not enough to say: Love is from God. Which
of us would dare to pronounce the words of Scripture: God is love? He alone
could say it who knew what it was to have God dwelling within him. God offers us
a short route to the possession of himself. He cries out: Love me and you will
have me for you would be unable to love me if you did not possess me already.

My dear brothers and sons, fruit of the true faith and holy seed of heaven, all you
who have been born again in Christ and whose life is from above, listen to me; or
rather, listen to the Holy Spirit saying through me: Sing to the Lord a new song.
Look, you tell me, | am singing. Yes indeed, you are singing; you are singing
clearly, | can hear you. But make sure that your life does not contradict your
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words. Sing with your voices, your hearts, your lips and your lives: Sing to the
Lord a new song’.

Now it is your unquestioned desire to sing of him whom you love, but you ask me
how to sing his praises. You have heard the words: Sing to the Lord a new song,
and you wish to know what praises to sing. The answer is: His praise is in the
assembly of the saints; it is in the singers themselves. If you desire to praise him,
then live what you express. Live good lives, and you yourselves will be his
praise.

Used in the Office of Readings of the Roman Church on Tuesday of the Third week of Easter.
Taken from a sermon of St. Augustine of Hippo. For an introduction to St. Augustine, click here.

The Fathers of the Church - Who They Are

and Why They Matter

In a single, upbeat talk, full of examples and quick
snapshots of some of the Church® most intriguing

. personalities, Marcellino D@mbrosio explains who

- people are talking about when they refer to the
"Fathers of the Church” or "Early Church Fathers.
Though the ranks of the fathers include a tremendous
variety of cultures, locales, and personalities, there is
surprising consensus that emerges from them on a
variety of the most important questions of our day. In
this talk, Marcellino makes clear just how much
these figures have to teach us today.
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