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Easter Day and Aslan 

  
Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. 

  
The women set out early to carry out their somber task (Mark 
16:1).  It was the first day of the week, the day that God had 
said “let there be light” (Gen 1).  But their mood was black, for 
the one who had called Himself the light of the world lay cold in 
a dark tomb. 
 
Death’s jaws had closed around Him, as the whale had 
swallowed Jonah.  But death, like the whale, was in for an 
unpleasant surprise.  It had gone too far.  It had bitten off more 
than it could chew.  The light of the world busted out of its dark 
prison, leaving the cave’s gaping mouth open as if with 
astonishment.  The women found an empty tomb.  The jaws of 
death could not prevail against Him. 

 
Aslan, the Lion King of the Chronicles of Narnia, explains the 
“deep magic” responsible for this: “When a willing victim who had 
committed no treachery was killed in a traitor’s stead . . . death 
itself would start working backward.”  In C.S. Lewis’ tale, Aslan 
not only rises from the stillness of death, but becomes a life-
giving spirit, breathing new life into those turned to cold stone by 
the evil witch.  Death begins working backward.  An un-dying 
wave of warmth and life begins to rise, flowing forth from Aslan 
and reviving everyone in its relentless path. 
 
Jesus died in the place of all traitors, not just one.  And soon after the Innocent one had 
handed over His Spirit, a trickle began from His pierced side that became a life-giving 
flood.  Death began working backward.  First it was the rigid body of the Lamb that 
experienced the transformation.  That body did not just return to the kind of life it had 
experienced before Good Friday.  No, this metamorphosis was not just resuscitation but 
truly resurrection, the raising up to an entirely new, immortal kind of human existence. 
 
Next it’s the disciples turn.  True, rigor mortis had not overtaken their bodies.  But their 
hearts had been petrified by sin and fear.  The Risen One breathes upon them, first in 
the upper room (John 20:20) then on Pentecost Sunday (Acts 2).  Their hearts turn from 
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stone to flesh (Ezek 36:26-28), capable of loving and giving in a way surpassing human 
capacity, with a power nothing less than divine. 

 
The tsunami driven by the breath of the Lion washed over 
3,000 people on that day.   Like all tidal waves, this one is 
deadly, as Pharaoh and his chariots had found out (Ex 14).  
It destroys the destroyer who had held God’s people 
captive and inters the old life of slavery.  The Epistle from 
the Easter Vigil asks us this question: “Are you not aware 
that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death?” (Rom 6: 3-11).   
 
What an arrangement!  The Lion of Judah suffers torture 
and death in actual fact, going down into a very real tomb.  
We share in the fruit of His victory by being buried only for 
a few seconds in the saving waters of baptism. 
 

The risen life we experience as a result is very real.  Our hearts are unfrozen, and we 
begin to live His risen life.  Yet our bodies remain mortal.  The tomb still lies open before 
us.  But just give Him a bit more time--death has begun working backwards.  As our 
spirits have been brought back to life, so will our bodies be.  On that day we shall see 
Him with new, immortal eyes capable of enduring the blazing light of His majestic glory. 
 
In the meantime, our responsibility is clear.  We must 
allow the healing rays of the dawn from on high to 
penetrate every dark, dead corner of our hearts and souls.  
And also, with the women and the disciples, we must 
invite the whole world to romp with the victorious Lion as 
He routs death’s remaining strongholds and makes all 
things new. 
  
This was originally published in the April 16, 2006 edition of Our Sunday Visitor as a 
reflection upon the readings for Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, liturgical cycle B 
including Gen 1:1-31; Ex 14:15-15:1; Ezek 36:16-28; Rom 6:3-11 and Mk 16:1-8).  It is 
reproduced here with the permission of the author. 

 

Riveting Inspiration  

Want to know the very best devotion available? 
Then get this Roman Missal and be sure to follow the Mass Readings daily during 
Lent.  The Church has put together for us an awesome study from Old and New 
Testament on the key Lenten themes of repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. 
This single volume is the complete source of the Bible passages and prayers that 
form the rich tapestry of our Mass. 
The Daily Roman Missal presents the liturgical year's worth of Sacred Scripture, allowing the 
faithful to follow and delve further into the Church's holy celebration. 
This new edition is updated with the guidelines of the Bishop's Committee on the Liturgy. It also 
features the new English translation of the daily and Sunday readings from the Revised New 
American Bible. 

Retail Price - $89.95 


