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God's Promise to Pour Out the Spirit on All 

Early Chu

come upon us: this was the time of Christ's coming. He gave this promise when he said: 
days, that is, the days of the Savior, 

 

When the time came for this great act 
only-begotten Son, clothed with flesh on this earth, a man born of woman, in accordance with 
Holy Scripture, God the Father gave the Spirit once again. Christ, as the first fruits of our restored 
nature, was the first to receive the Spirit. John the Baptist bore witness to this when he said: 
the Spirit coming down from heaven, and it rested on him

 

Christ "received the Spirit" in so far as he was man, and in so far as man could receive the Spiri
He did so in such a way that, though he is the Son of God the Father, begotten of his substance, 
even before the incarnation, indeed before all ages, yet he was not offended at hearing the 
Father say to him after he had become man: 
110). 

 

The Father says of Christ, who was God, begotten of him before the ages, that he has been 
"begotten today," for the Father is to accept us in Christ as his adopted children. The whole of our 
nature is present in Christ, in so far as he is man. So the Father can be said to give the Spirit 
again to the Son, though the Son possesses the Spirit as his own, in order that we may receive 
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God's Promise to Pour Out the Spirit on All 
Mankind  

 

St. Cyril of Alexandria 
Early Church Father and Doctor of the Church  

  

In an excerpt from his Commentary on the 
Gospel of John, St. Cyril of Alexandria 
comments on the promise of God the Father to 
pour out his Holy Spirit on all mankind.
baptism, the Lord Jesus Christ receives the 
Spirit on our behalf. 
    
In a plan of surpassing beauty the Creator of the 
universe decreed the renewal of all things in 
Christ. In his design for restoring human nature to 
its original condition, he gave a promise that he 
would pour out on it the Holy Spirit along with his 
other gifts, for otherwise our nature could not enter 
once more into the peaceful and secure 
possession of those gifts. 

 

He therefore appointed a time for the Holy Spirit to 
ome upon us: this was the time of Christ's coming. He gave this promise when he said: 

, that is, the days of the Savior, I will pour out a share of my Spirit on all mankind.

When the time came for this great act of unforced generosity, which revealed in our midst the 
begotten Son, clothed with flesh on this earth, a man born of woman, in accordance with 

Holy Scripture, God the Father gave the Spirit once again. Christ, as the first fruits of our restored 
re, was the first to receive the Spirit. John the Baptist bore witness to this when he said: 

the Spirit coming down from heaven, and it rested on him. 

Christ "received the Spirit" in so far as he was man, and in so far as man could receive the Spiri
He did so in such a way that, though he is the Son of God the Father, begotten of his substance, 
even before the incarnation, indeed before all ages, yet he was not offended at hearing the 
Father say to him after he had become man: You are my Son; today I have begotten you. (Psalm 

The Father says of Christ, who was God, begotten of him before the ages, that he has been 
"begotten today," for the Father is to accept us in Christ as his adopted children. The whole of our 

in so far as he is man. So the Father can be said to give the Spirit 
again to the Son, though the Son possesses the Spirit as his own, in order that we may receive 

www.dritaly.com 

 
www.dritaly.com 
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an excerpt from his Commentary on the 
Gospel of John, St. Cyril of Alexandria 

promise of God the Father to 
mankind.  In his 

baptism, the Lord Jesus Christ receives the 

In a plan of surpassing beauty the Creator of the 
universe decreed the renewal of all things in 
Christ. In his design for restoring human nature to 

n, he gave a promise that he 
would pour out on it the Holy Spirit along with his 
other gifts, for otherwise our nature could not enter 
once more into the peaceful and secure 

He therefore appointed a time for the Holy Spirit to 
ome upon us: this was the time of Christ's coming. He gave this promise when he said: In those 

I will pour out a share of my Spirit on all mankind. 

of unforced generosity, which revealed in our midst the 
begotten Son, clothed with flesh on this earth, a man born of woman, in accordance with 

Holy Scripture, God the Father gave the Spirit once again. Christ, as the first fruits of our restored 
re, was the first to receive the Spirit. John the Baptist bore witness to this when he said: I saw 

Christ "received the Spirit" in so far as he was man, and in so far as man could receive the Spirit. 
He did so in such a way that, though he is the Son of God the Father, begotten of his substance, 
even before the incarnation, indeed before all ages, yet he was not offended at hearing the 

I have begotten you. (Psalm 

The Father says of Christ, who was God, begotten of him before the ages, that he has been 
"begotten today," for the Father is to accept us in Christ as his adopted children. The whole of our 

in so far as he is man. So the Father can be said to give the Spirit 
again to the Son, though the Son possesses the Spirit as his own, in order that we may receive 
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the Spirit in Christ. The Son therefore took to himself the seed of Abraham, as Scripture says, 
and became like his brothers in all things. 

 

The only-begotten Son received the Spirit, but not for his own advantage, for the Spirit in his, and 
is given in him and through him, as we have already said. He receives it to renew our nature in its 
entirety and to make it whole again, for in becoming man he took our entire nature to himself. If 
we reason correctly, and use also the testimony of Scripture, we can see that Christ did not 
receive the Spirit for himself, but rather for us in him; for it is also through Christ that all gifts come 
down to us. 
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The Early Church Fathers  
  

A society characterized by the violence, loss of respect for life, exotic 
religious cults, homosexuality, sexual promiscuity, and even pedophilia. 
No, we're not talking about modern times -  
  

The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to 
Christ. If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing 
the same for our own de-Christianized society!  
  

Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 
Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 
Early Church Fathers 2 VHS Set—$49.95   
Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set—$49.95  
Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00   
  

Sacrament of Confirmation--CD on Sacrament of Confirmation 
Why do we need the sacrament of confirmation? What is the purpose 
and meaning of this sacrament? These questions on confirmation and 
more are answered by this dynamic talk! 

  

I Believe - The Heart of the Catholic Faith - DVD Set 
In this dynamic, four-part faith formation series, on the Creed, Dr. 
D'Ambrosio explains how this expression of the basic beliefs of 
Roman Catholicism is relevant to our personal relationship with God.  

 


