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Without Real Effort, 
No One Wins the Crown 

  

  St. Thomas Becket, 
Bishop and Martyr 

  

Thomas Becket was born in London in 1119.  A cleric of 
the diocese of Canterbury, he became chancellor to the 
king and then in 1162 was chosen Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  His tireless defense of the rights of the 
Church against his old friend, King Henry II, prompted the 
king to exile Becket to France for six years.  After 
returning to his homeland, he endured many trials and in 
1170 was murdered by henchmen of the king.  His 
feastday is Dec 29, the fifth day of the Christmas Octave.  
The following excerpt from one of his letters (Epirt. 74: PL 
190, 533-536) is used in the Roman Catholic Divine Office 
of Readings for the Feast of St. Thomas Becket on 
December 29. 
  

If we who are called bishops desire to understand 
the meaning of our calling and to be worthy of it, we 

must strive to keep our eyes on him whom God appointed high priest for ever, 
and to follow in his footsteps. For our sake he offered himself to the Father upon 
the altar of the cross. He now looks down from heaven on our actions and secret 
thoughts, and one day he will give each of us the reward his deeds deserve.  
 

As successors of the apostles, we hold the highest rank in our churches; we 
have accepted the responsibility of acting as Christ's representatives on earth; 
we receive the honor belonging to that office, and enjoy the temporal benefits of 
our spiritual labors. It must therefore be our endeavor to destroy the reign of sin 
and death, and by nurturing faith and uprightness of life, to build up the Church of 
Christ into a holy temple in the Lord. 
 

There are a great many bishops in the Church, but would to God we were the 
zealous teachers and pastors that we promised to be at our consecration, and 
still make profession of being. The harvest is good and one reaper or even 
several would not suffice to gather all of it into the granary of the Lord. Yet the 
Roman Church remains the head of all the churches and the source of Catholic 
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teaching. Of this there can be no doubt. Everyone knows that the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven were given to Peter. Upon his faith and teaching the whole 
fabric of the Church will continue to be built until we all reach full maturity in 
Christ and attain to unity in faith and knowledge of the Son of God.  
 

Of course many are needed to plant and many to water now that the faith has 
spread so far and the population become so great. Even in ancient times when 
the people of God had only one altar, many teachers were needed; how much 
more now for an assembly of nations which Lebanon itself could not provide with 
fuel for sacrifice, and which neither Lebanon nor the whole of Judea could supply 
with beasts for burnt offerings! Nevertheless, no matter who plants or waters, 
God gives no harvest unless what he plants is the faith of Peter, and unless he 
himself assents to Peter's teaching. All important questions that arise among 
God's people are referred to the judgment of Peter in the person of the Roman 
Pontiff. Under him the ministers of Mother Church exercise the powers 
committed to them, each in his own sphere of responsibility. 
 

Remember then how our fathers worked out their salvation; remember the 
sufferings through which the Church has grown, and the storms the ship of Peter 
has weathered because it has Christ on board. Remember how the crown was 
attained by those whose sufferings gave new radiance to their faith. The whole 
company of saints bears witness to the unfailing truth that without real effort no 
one wins the crown. 
 

 

Taking Aim at the Tough Issues: Sex, Abortion, War and Capital 
Punishment 

A lot of people skirt the difficult issues. In this hard hitting series of two talks, 
Marcellino D'Ambrosio takes dead aim at the most controversial of moral 
issues sharing the wisdom of the Catholic tradition in a way that makes 
eminent sense. 
In the first talk entitled "Sex and the Theology of the Body," he lays down 
some basic principles that provide answers for all the tough sex questions 
including homosexual marriage and contraception. 
In the second talk, "Matters of Life and Death," he shows why there is a 
great difference between such issues as abortion and euthanasia on the one 
hand and capital punishment and war on the other. 

Often, discussions of these issues generate more heat than light. This series, appropriate for both 

adults and teens, is refreshingly different.  

Taking Aim CD: $18.00   
 

Great Adventure Bible Time Line Catholic Scripture Study by Jeff Cavins --24 talks on DVD 
The Bible Timeline provides a clear understanding of the underlying Scriptural 
narrative, which is essential to all Bible reading and study. The 24-part Bible 
Timeline Bible Study dives deep into the Biblical story. A combination of individual 
reading and study, group discussion, and lecture commentary guides participants as 
they read through the 14 narrative books of The Bible Timeline and discover the 

meaning of each in light of the whole.  
  

 


