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The Coming Darkness -

The REAL Meaning of Christmas Lights

1st Week of Advent
By Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D.

As fall moves onward towards
winter we have places to go,
things to do, people to meet. Yet
as we go about our business, we
notice the days are getting shorter. Sweaters
come out of storage, we close the windows, and
turn on the heat.

' Advent is a season where we stop and remember
& that the light of this world is waning in more ways
than one. That the world as we know it is
passing away.

The world “secular” comes from the Latin word for this present world with its priorities—
getting a job, paying the bills, finding a mate. Politics, economics, entertainment, sports
are all realities of the secular world. “Secularism” is the modern program that insists that
this is all that there is. A version popular in America says that there may be more to life
than this, but it is entirely a private affair that you may not talk about in public. God,
higher values, heaven, are all out-of- bounds topics in school, politics, and the news
media.

Secularism wants us to live under the illusion that things will
always be the way they are. There may be ups and downs in the
economy, but it will keep humming along. Elections may change
the office holders, but the government will just keep on keeping
on. That’s the way people thought in Noah’s day. But then the
flood came (Mat 24:37-44).

St. Paul calls this attitude being asleep (Ro 13:11-14). God
breaking into space and time, in a manger in Bethlehem, changed =¥
things forever. The central moment of human history has come
and gone; we're in the end game now. The things that now seem
so real, so ultimate, will come to a crashing halt.
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For many of us in December, the bleak light injects a dose of melancholy into our
disposition. But then we remember that “the holidays” are coming --there is something
to look forward to! We string lights on our shrubs and put candles in our windows to
cheer ourselves up and thumb our nose at the darkness.

! For Christians, these lights have a deeper meaning.

/| The night is far spent, the day is at hand. At the moment
when darkness of human society is at its deepest, the
Light of the World will come.

So it is a waste of our time to get educated and
employed? Should we just spend our days praying,
reading the Bible, and trying to predict dates for the
Return of the King?

St. Paul sharply rebuked some for taking this approach. As focused as Paul was on the
age to come, he was thoroughly engaged in this one. Besides his profound life of prayer
and preaching, he labored with his hands to the point of exhaustion so as not be a
burden on anyone, and have something to give to the needy. He said that those that
refuse to work should not eat (2 Thes 3:6-13). The Second Vatican Council said that
living for the future world should make us more, not less, committed to improving this
one (Gaudium et Spes 37).

Besides, the Lord clearly says that his Second and final coming
will be at the time we least expect it (Mat 24:44). If God is
purposely designing it to be a surprise, | don’t think there is
much hope of outsmarting Him.

So what do we do about His Coming? Very simple. By the
power of his grace, let's make sure that when the Light arrives
that it won’t for us be a cruel light. Are there things in your life
that you’d rather not be seen by God and everyone else? Then
you’d best get busy rooting them out of your life. Because the
Light will reveal all.
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What exactly is the Creed?
In this dynamic, four-part series, Dr. D'Ambrosio explains how this expression of the
fundamental beliefs of our faith is critical to our Christian Lives.

He notes that faith is not a denial of the intellect, but rather a fulfillment of our deepest
need for the truth - of our deepest need for a relationship with our Creator.

The Creed teaches us that God is a communion of Persons - the Trinity. With
enlightening metaphors and colorful anecdotes, Dr. D'Ambrosio shows that we are
called to "live the Creed" by developing a loving relationship with God the Father, Son,
and Spirit, and to have a deep devotion to the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church.
| Believe - DVD - $49.95 | Believe - CD - $19.95 | Believe Workbook - $6.95
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