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The Incarnation: 
The Creator of Time is Born in Time 

  

St. Leo the Great 

Early Church Father and Doctor of the Church  
  

This excerpt from a Letter by St. Leo the Great (Ep. 31, 2-3: PL 54, 
791-793) is used in the Roman Office of Readings for December 
17.  Saint Leo emphasizes the meaning of the genealogies of 
Jesus given us in Luke and Matthew's gospels--that Jesus was 
truly one of us, possessing a complete human nature.  He did not 
merely appear in human form, as in the biblical types and 
scriptural symbols of the Old Testament.  The mystery of our 
reconciliation with God recorded iin the Bible could not have 
occurred unless he had stooped to assume our lowly nature even 
while fully possessing the divine nature of his heavenly father. 
  

To speak of our Lord, the son of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
as true and perfect man is of no value to us if we do not 

believe that he is descended from the line of ancestors set out in the Gospel. 
 

Matthew’s gospel begins by setting out the genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of 
David, son of Abraham, and then traces his human descent by bringing his 
ancestral line down to his mother’s husband, Joseph. On the other hand, Luke 
traces his parentage backward step by step to the actual father of mankind, to 
show that both the first and the last Adam share the same nature. 
 

No doubt the Son of God in his omnipotence could have taught and sanctified 
men by appearing to them in a semblance of human form as he did to the 
patriarchs and prophets, when for instance he engaged in a wrestling contest or 
entered into conversation with them, or when he accepted their hospitality and 
even ate the food they set before him. But these appearances were only types, 
signs that mysteriously foretold the coming of one who would take a true human 
nature from the stock of the patriarchs who had gone before him. No mere figure, 
then, fulfilled the mystery of our reconciliation with God, ordained from all 
eternity. The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon the Virgin nor had the power of 
the Most High overshadowed her, so that within her spotless womb Wisdom 
might build itself a house and the Word become flesh. The divine nature and the 
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nature of a servant were to be united in one person so that the Creator of time 
might be born in time, and he through whom all things were made might be 
brought forth in their midst. 
 

For unless the new man, by being made in the likeness of sinful flesh, had taken 
on himself the nature of our first parents, unless he had stooped to be one in 
substance with his mother while sharing the Father’s substance and, being alone 
free from sin, united our nature to his, the whole human race would still be held 
captive under the dominion of Satan. The Conqueror’s victory would have 
profited us nothing if the battle had been fought outside our human condition. But 
through this wonderful blending the mystery of new birth shone upon us, so that 
through the same Spirit by whom Christ was conceived and brought forth we too 
might be born again in a spiritual birth; and in consequence the evangelist 
declares the faithful to have been born not of blood, nor of the desire of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 
  

This reading by St. Leo the Great is featured in the Early Church Fathers, Advent & Christmas 
and Incarnation sections of The Crossroads Initiative Library. 
  

 
  

Liturgy of the Hours 4 four volume set Leather | Free Shipping | 
No Tax 
This complete set of THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS in four volumes 
is Leather bound and sold only as a set. This is the perfect way to 
delve deeper into the Church Fathers and the History of the Church. 
FREE SHIPPING -- No TAX! 

  

The Early Church Fathers  
A society characterized by the violence, loss of respect for life, exotic religious cults, 
homosexuality, sexual promiscuity, and even pedophilia. No, we're not 
talking about modern times -  
The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to 
Christ. If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing 
the same for our own de-Christianized society!  
Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 
Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 
Early Church Fathers 2 VHS Set—$49.95 
Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set—$49.95  
Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00   
Early Church Fathers 2 Audio Set—$18.00 
  

  

The Fathers of the Church - Who They 
Are and Why They Matter 
In a single, upbeat talk, full of examples and stories about some of the Church's 
most intriguing personalities, Marcellino D'Ambrosio explains who people are talking 
about when they refer to the "Fathers of the Church" or "Early Church Fathers.  
Though the ranks of the fathers include a tremendous variety of cultures, locales, 
and personalities, there is surprising consensus that emerges from them on a 
variety of the most important questions of our day.  In this talk, Marcellino makes 
clear just how much these figures have to teach us today.   

Retail - $9.00 CD 


