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The General (Ecumenical) Council of Trent

Decree on Purgatory (1563)
  

A modern translation of the Decree on Purgatory by the Council 
of Trent, 25th session, 1563.
existence of purgatory and the great value of praying for the 
deceased but stern
that and distract, confuse, and mislead the faithful with 
unnecessary speculations concerning the nature and duration of 
purgatorial punishments.
  

The Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy Spirit and in 
accord
Tradition of the Fathers, has taught in the holy Councils 
and most recently in this ecumenical Council that there is 
a purgatory and that the souls detained there are helped 
by the acts of intercession (
especially by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar.
  

Therefore this holy Council comm
strive diligently that the sound doctrine of purgatory, handed down by the Holy 
Fathers and the sacred Councils, be believed by the faithful and that it be 
adhered to, taught and preached everywhere.
  

But let the more difficult and subtle questions which do not make for edification 
and, for the most part, are not conducive to an in
be excluded from the popular sermons to uneducated people.
should not permit opinions that are doubtful and tainted with error to be spread 
and exposed.  As for those things that belong to the realm of curio
superstition, or smack of dishonorable
scandalous and injurious to the faithful.
  

Related Canon 30 from the Council of Trent's Decree on Justification (Sixth 
Session, 1547) 
  

30.  If anyone says that after the grace of justification has been received the guilt 
is so remitted and the debt of eternal punishment so blotted out for any repentant 
sinner, that no debt of temporal punishment remains to be paid, either in this 
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The General (Ecumenical) Council of Trent 

Decree on Purgatory (1563)
Twenty-Fifth Session 

A modern translation of the Decree on Purgatory by the Council 
of Trent, 25th session, 1563.  The Council simply affirms the 
existence of purgatory and the great value of praying for the 
deceased but sternly instructs that preachers not push beyond 
that and distract, confuse, and mislead the faithful with 
unnecessary speculations concerning the nature and duration of 
purgatorial punishments. 

The Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy Spirit and in 
accordance with sacred Scripture and the ancient 
Tradition of the Fathers, has taught in the holy Councils 
and most recently in this ecumenical Council that there is 
a purgatory and that the souls detained there are helped 
by the acts of intercession (suffragia) of the faithful, and 
especially by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar.

herefore this holy Council commands the bishops to 
strive diligently that the sound doctrine of purgatory, handed down by the Holy 
Fathers and the sacred Councils, be believed by the faithful and that it be 
adhered to, taught and preached everywhere.   

But let the more difficult and subtle questions which do not make for edification 
and, for the most part, are not conducive to an increase of piety (cf. I Tim. 1:4), 
be excluded from the popular sermons to uneducated people.  Likewise they 
should not permit opinions that are doubtful and tainted with error to be spread 

As for those things that belong to the realm of curiosity or 
dishonorable gain, they should forbid them as 

scandalous and injurious to the faithful. 

Related Canon 30 from the Council of Trent's Decree on Justification (Sixth 

If anyone says that after the grace of justification has been received the guilt 
is so remitted and the debt of eternal punishment so blotted out for any repentant 
sinner, that no debt of temporal punishment remains to be paid, either in this 
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Decree on Purgatory (1563) 

A modern translation of the Decree on Purgatory by the Council 
The Council simply affirms the 

existence of purgatory and the great value of praying for the 
ly instructs that preachers not push beyond 

that and distract, confuse, and mislead the faithful with 
unnecessary speculations concerning the nature and duration of 

The Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy Spirit and in 
ance with sacred Scripture and the ancient 

Tradition of the Fathers, has taught in the holy Councils 
and most recently in this ecumenical Council that there is 
a purgatory and that the souls detained there are helped 

faithful, and 
especially by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar.   

ands the bishops to 
strive diligently that the sound doctrine of purgatory, handed down by the Holy 
Fathers and the sacred Councils, be believed by the faithful and that it be 

But let the more difficult and subtle questions which do not make for edification 
crease of piety (cf. I Tim. 1:4), 

Likewise they 
should not permit opinions that are doubtful and tainted with error to be spread 

sity or 
gain, they should forbid them as 

Related Canon 30 from the Council of Trent's Decree on Justification (Sixth 

If anyone says that after the grace of justification has been received the guilt 
is so remitted and the debt of eternal punishment so blotted out for any repentant 
sinner, that no debt of temporal punishment remains to be paid, either in this 
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world or in the other, in purgatory, before access can be opened to the kingdom 
of heaven, anathema sit ["let him be anathema" or excommunicated]. 
  

Be a part of the “new springtime” of evangelization!  Your tax-deductible 
gift helps us use TV, radio, and the web to proclaim the message without 
compromise but in language even the young can understand.   
  

Follow Us -  

Join us on Facebook  
  

  

Join us on Twitter  

  

 
 

The Seven Deadly Sins -  
This dynamic 3 talk set is a BEST SELLER! Have you ever 
wondered what exactly the Seven Deadly Sins are? Dr. 
D'Ambrosio will shed new light on them and he offers practical 
life-changing suggestions for keeping the Deadly Sins at bay! 
  

Seven Deadly Sins 3 CDs - $24.00 
  

  

Heaven, Hell and Purgatory - CD 

by: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. 
  

How could a loving God every condemn someone to 
hell for all eternity?  If Jesus paid the price for our sins, 
why would anyone need to experience Purgatory 
before entering heaven?  What about the Rapture? 
What awaits us in heaven and why should we be 
excited about going there?  If you've ever been 
stumped trying to answer these questions, you need to get a recording of this talk 
which contains thought provoking insights guaranteed to inspire and clarify.  45 
minutes, followed by questions and answers. 
  

CD - $8.95 
  

Exploring the Catholic Church: 
An Introduction to Catholic Teaching and Practice by Dr. Marcellino 
D'Ambrosio is an accessible, affordable Roman Catholic Book--perfect 
gift for anyone!! -- the inactive Catholic, the Sunday Catholic wanting to 
know more, Protestants who want to know why Catholics do what they 
do. 

  

 

 


