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How Shall We repay the Lord
for all His Goodness to Us?

St. Basil the Great

Early Church Fatherand Doctor of the Church

Here Saint Basil the Great, fourth century doctor and father of the
Church, reflects on the proper way to express our total gratitude
to God for his gifts and blessings through love and a life of virtue.
This is taken from his Detailed Rules for Monks (Resp. 2, 2-4: PG
31, 914-915) and is read in the Roman Catholic Office of Readings
for Tuesday of the 3rd week in ordinary time with the
accompanying biblical reading taken from Deut 26:1-19.

What words can adequately describe God’s gifts? They are
so numerous that they defy enumeration. They are so great
that any one of them demands our total gratitude in
response.

Yet even though we cannot speak of it worthily, there is one gift which no
thoughtful man can pass over in silence. God fashioned man in his own image
and likeness; he gave him knowledge of himself; he endowed him with the ability
to think which raised him above all living creatures; he permitted him to delight in
the unimaginable beauties of paradise, and gave him dominion over everything
upon earth.

Then, when man was deceived by the serpent and fell into sin, which led to death
and to all the sufferings associated with death, God still did not forsake him. He
first gave man the law to help him; he set angels over him to guard him; he sent
the prophets to denounce vice and to teach virtue; he restrained man’s evil
impulses by warnings and roused his desire for virtue by promises. Frequently,
by way of warning, God showed him the respective ends of virtue and of vice in
the lives of other men. Moreover, when man continued in disobedience even
after he had done all this, God did not desert him.

No, we were not abandoned by the goodness of the Lord. Even the insult we
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offered to our Benefactor by despising his gifts did not destroy his love for us. On
the contrary, although we were dead, our Lord Jesus Christ restored us to life
again, and in a way even more amazing than the fact itself, for his state was
divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God, but emptied himself to
assume the condition of a slave.

He bore our infirmities and endured our sorrows. He was wounded for our sake
so that by his wounds we might be healed. He redeemed us from the curse by
becoming a curse for our sake, and he submitted to the most ignominious death
in order to exalt us to the life of glory. Nor was he content merely to summon us
back from death to life; he also bestowed on us the dignity of his own divine
nature and prepared for us a place of eternal rest where there will be joy so
intense as to surpass all human imagination.

How, then, shall we repay the Lord for all his goodness to us? He is so good that
he asks no recompense except our love: that is the only payment he desires. To
confess my personal feelings, when | reflect on all these blessings | am
overcome by a kind of dread and numbness at the very possibility of ceasing to
love God and of bringing shame upon Christ because of my lack of recollection
and my preoccupation with trivialities.

New Catholic Answers Bible

Here's the whole text of the New American Bible, along with answers
to all the most important questions about the Catholic Faith. Why do
we believe in the Real Presence? Why do we venerate the saints?
How are good works necessary for salvation? The answers are all in
the Bible. But until now, finding them has meant juggling books and
flipping pages. This is the one book that gives you the complete
answers in their Scripture context, with more than 800 references to Scripture
and the Catechism.

Divinity: The New Catechism Learning System
i+ Designed for Roman Catholics - The Catholic Catechism Learning System was
bl created by religious educators as a teaching tool for the home, the parish and the
| == classroom...and its here for you NOW! You family (youth over ten years and adults)
will forever enjoy learning and sharing their Catholic Faith!

The Early Church Fathers

A society characterized by the loss of respect for life, violence, exotic

= religious cults, sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and even pedophilia.

1l Sound familiar?

The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society to Christ.
If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed in doing the same
e for our own de-Christianized society!

Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus

Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine

)| Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set—$49.95

2l Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set—$18.00
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