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 The Importance of the Saints
And Devotion to Them

  

This excerpt from a sermon 
Opera omnia, Edit. Cisterc. 5 [1968], 364
Office of Readings for the Feast (Solemnity) of All Saints on 
November 1.
was celebrated in 
Pentecost, as it is to this day.
the West on November 1 since the mid 8th century.
celebration of the "fullness" of Christ's glory made manifest in the 
membe
thus produced neither thirty nor sixty but a hundredfold.
the founder of the Society of Saint Sulpice, said "The feast of
Saints seems to me to be in some sort a greater than t

or the Ascension.  Our Lord is perfected in this mystery, because, as our head, He is only 
perfectly fulfilled when He is united to all His members, the saints.
because it manifests exteriorly the hidden life of Jesus C
perfection of the saints is entirely 
  

Why should our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this feast day 
mean anything to the saints? What do they care about earthly hono
heavenly Father honors them by fulfilling the faithful promise of the Son? What 
does our commendation mean to them? The saints have no need of honor from 
us; neither does our devotion add the slightest thing to what is theirs. Clearly, if 
we venerate their memory, it serves us, not them. But I tell you, when I think of 
them, I feel myself inflamed by a tremendous yearning.
 

Calling the saints to mind inspires, or rather arouses in us, above all else, a 
longing to enjoy their company, so desira
citizenship of heaven, to dwell with the spirits of the blessed, to join the assembly 
of patriarchs, the ranks of the prophets, the council of apostles, the great host of 
martyrs, the noble company of confessors and t
long to be united in happiness with all the saints. But our dispositions change. 
The Church of all the first followers of Christ awaits us, but we do nothing about 
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The Importance of the Saints
And Devotion to Them 

  

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
Abbot and Doctor of the Church  

This excerpt from a sermon by St. Bernard of Clairvaux (Sermo 2: 
Opera omnia, Edit. Cisterc. 5 [1968], 364-368) is used in the Roman 
Office of Readings for the Feast (Solemnity) of All Saints on 
November 1.  By the early 5th century, a feast in honor of all saints 
was celebrated in the Christian East on the first Sunday after 
Pentecost, as it is to this day.  This festival has been celebrated in 
the West on November 1 since the mid 8th century.  The Feast
celebration of the "fullness" of Christ's glory made manifest in the 
members of his body who in their lifetime yielded to His Spirit and 
thus produced neither thirty nor sixty but a hundredfold.
the founder of the Society of Saint Sulpice, said "The feast of
Saints seems to me to be in some sort a greater than that of Easter 

Our Lord is perfected in this mystery, because, as our head, He is only 
perfectly fulfilled when He is united to all His members, the saints.  The feast is glorious 
because it manifests exteriorly the hidden life of Jesus Christ.  The greatness and 
perfection of the saints is entirely the work of His spirit dwelling in them."  

Why should our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this feast day 
mean anything to the saints? What do they care about earthly honors when their 
heavenly Father honors them by fulfilling the faithful promise of the Son? What 
does our commendation mean to them? The saints have no need of honor from 
us; neither does our devotion add the slightest thing to what is theirs. Clearly, if 

venerate their memory, it serves us, not them. But I tell you, when I think of 
them, I feel myself inflamed by a tremendous yearning. 

Calling the saints to mind inspires, or rather arouses in us, above all else, a 
longing to enjoy their company, so desirable in itself. We long to share in the 
citizenship of heaven, to dwell with the spirits of the blessed, to join the assembly 
of patriarchs, the ranks of the prophets, the council of apostles, the great host of 
martyrs, the noble company of confessors and the choir of virgins. In short, we 
long to be united in happiness with all the saints. But our dispositions change. 
The Church of all the first followers of Christ awaits us, but we do nothing about 
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it. The saints want us to be with them, and we are indifferent. The souls of the 
just await us, and we ignore them. 
 

Come, brothers, let us at length spur ourselves on. We must rise again with 
Christ, we must seek the world which is above and set our mind on the things of 
heaven. Let us long for those who are longing for us, hasten to those who are 
waiting for us, and ask those who look for our coming to intercede for us. We 
should not only want to be with the saints, we should also hope to possess their 
happiness. While we desire to be in their company, we must also earnestly seek 
to share in their glory. Do not imagine that there is anything harmful in such an 
ambition as this; there is no danger in setting our hearts on such glory.  
 

When we commemorate the saints we are inflamed with another yearning: that 
Christ our life may also appear to us as he appeared to them and that we may 
one day share in his glory. Until then we see him, not as he is, but as he became 
for our sake. He is our head, crowned, not with glory, but with the thorns of our 
sins. As members of that head, crowned with thorns, we should be ashamed to 
live in luxury; his purple robes are a mockery rather than an honor. When Christ 
comes again, his death shall no longer be proclaimed, and we shall know that we 
also have died, and that our life is hidden with him. The glorious head of the 
Church will appear and his glorified members will shine in splendor with him, 
when he forms this lowly body anew into such glory as belongs to himself, its 
head.  
 

Therefore, we should aim at attaining this glory with a wholehearted and prudent 
desire. That we may rightly hope and strive for such blessedness, we must 
above all seek the prayers of the saints. Thus, what is beyond our own powers to 
obtain will be granted through their intercession.   

 

How Mary and the Rosary Can Change Your Life 
by: Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio 

  

Talk 1:  The Virgin Mary: Model of Faith 
Some Christians seem to neglect her; others seem overly preoccupied with 
her.  What is the true role of Mary in God's plan, her intended role in our 
lives now, and the proper form of devotion to her?  In this talk, Dr. 
D'Ambrosio provides enlightening and inspiring answers to these questions 
from Scripture, common sense and the teaching of the Church. 
  

Talk 2: A Fresh Look at The Rosary 
 There is something here for everyone-- those who have problems with the 
rosary, and those who've read every book on the subject.  Drawing from scripture, history, 
Church teaching and personal experience, Dr. D'Ambrosio shares insights in this talk that will 
forever change the way you look at and experience this traditional devotion. 
  

Retail CD - $18.00                            Retail Audio Tape - $18.00 
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I Believe - The Heart of Catholic Faith 
by: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. 

The Creed teaches us that God is a communion of 
Persons - the Trinity- and tell us of their nature and 
mission. In this four-part series, Marcellino 
D'Ambrosio uses enlightening metaphors and colorful 
anecdotes to show us that we are called to "live the 
Creed" by developing a loving relationship with God the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, and to have a deep devotion to 
the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. 
  

Made in Holy Land - Olive Wood Mother of Pearl Crucifix 
This is a beautiful 5.5" x3.5" Olive Wood Crucifix with 
inlaid Mother of Pearl. 
Olivewood and Mother of Pearl carving is long Holy Land 
tradition that dates backs hundreds of years.  These skills 
have been kept in the family and passed through the 
generations, father to son. Our vendor in the Holy Land 
begins with the highest quality olivewood, which is 
trimmed and dried for years to ensure its durability and 
beauty. This blessed wood comes from the olive groves 
in Bethlehem’s countryside. and our vendor has 
maintained the highest standards of our hand carving. 
Our vendor’s business, Bethlehem New Store has 
become an important part of the Bethlehem economy and 
provides dozens of jobs to local families. Makes a 
wonderful gift for anyone and brings a piece of the Holy Land home! (Makes the 
perfect RCIA Gift!) 

 


