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                            How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization: The Monks – Podcast

                            In this 6 minute radio interview with Anna Mitchell of the Sonrise Morning Show,...

                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                                            
                        

                    

                

            

        
	
            
                
                    
                                                
                    
                



                
                    
                        
                            St. Meinrad, The Black Madonna and Einsiedeln Abbey – podcast

                            In this 7 minute podcast from the Sonrise Morning show on Catholic radio, Dr. It...
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                            Prepare for the Wedding Feast – Cyril of Jerusalem

                            Here Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem in the mid-4th century, urges catechumens to prepare themselves to receive the Holy Spirit at the Easter Vigil.  He sp...
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                            St. Joseph, Model of Faith – Podcast

                            14 minute podcast in which Dr. Italy discusses St. Joseph as an often overlooked hero of the Advent - Christmas story.  He shows how St. Matthew's gos...
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                            Passion Sunday – Palm Sunday

                            Passion Sunday -- The Sunday before Easter, Palm Sunday, is observed by virtually all Christians. But for Roman Catholics it is also Passion Sunday du...
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                            Advent: The Season of the Wild-Haired, Crazy Man

                            Isn’t Advent great? Welcome to the season where the only song we sing for four weeks is O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! It’s the best! Advent is...
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                            3 Crazy Ways Christianity & Islam Are Totally Different

                            Most Americans tend to think of religion as something rather fluid. It’s very common for us to say things like “all religions are basicall...
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								St. John de Brebeuf
							
						

												Between the years 1642 and 1649 eight members of the Society of Jesus were killed in North America after brutal torture by the Iroquois. These Jesuits had worked diligently to bring the native Americans of the region of what is now Upper New York and Canada to the Catholic faith. Saint Isaac Jogues died on October 18, 1647, and Saint John de Brebeuf on March 16, 1648. This following selection, taken from the Spiritual diaries of Saint John de Brebeuf, is read annually on the feast day of the North American Martyrs, October 19.

For two days now I have experienced a great desire to be a martyr and to endure all the torments the martyrs suffered.

Jesus, my Lord and savior, what can I give you in return for all the favors you have first conferred on me? I will take from your hand the cup of your sufferings and call on your name. I vow before your eternal Father and the Holy Spirit, before your most holy Mother and her most chaste spouse, before the angels, apostles and martyrs, before my blessed fathers Saint Ignatius and Saint Francis Xavier-in truth I vow to you, Jesus my savior, that as far as I have the strength I will never fail to accept the grace of martyrdom, if some day you in your infinite mercy should offer it to me, your most unworthy servant.

I bind myself in this way so that for the rest of my life I will have neither permission nor freedom to refuse opportunities of dying and shedding my blood for you, unless at a particular juncture I should consider it more suitable for your glory to act otherwise at that time. Further, I bind myself to this so that, on receiving the blow of death, I shall accept it from your hands with the fullest delight and joy of spirit. For this reason, my beloved Jesus, and because of the surging joy which moves me, here and now I offer my blood and body and life. May I die only for you, if you will grant me this grace, since you willingly died for me. Let me so live that you may grant me the gift of such a happy death. In this way, my God and savior, I will take from your hand the cup of your sufferings and call on your name: Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

My God, it grieves me greatly that you are not known, that in this savage wilderness all have not been converted to you, that sin has not been driven from it. My God, even if all the brutal tortures which prisoners in this region must endure should fall on me, I offer myself most willingly to them and I alone shall suffer them all.

This post is an excerpt from the spiritual journal of St. John de Brebeuf (The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents, The Burrow Brothers Co, Cleveland 1898, 164, 166).  It appears in the Roman Catholic Divine Office of Readings on October 19, the liturgical memorial of the North American Jesuit Martyrs including Saints Isaac Jogues, John de Brebeuf and their companions. 
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St. John de Brebeuf

John [Jean] de Brebeuf, born in Normandy, entered the Jesuit novitiate in Rouen at age 24.  His health was so poor as a novice that he could not keep up with the normal pace of study or teach for any length of time.  It is remarkable that this feeble invalid, ridden with tuberculosis, would later become the intrepid apostle to the Huron.  He was among the first Jesuit missionaries to to come to the New World in 1625.  He immediately set himself to begin the arduous process of learning the Huron language.  Obstacle after obstacle arose.  With little to show for their efforts, John and his companions were forced to leave after the English took over New France.  A few years later, the colony that is now Canada was returned to France which made it possible for the Jesuits to return in 1633.  Wanting to attract the attention, prayers, and support of Catholics back in France, John began writing regular dispatches detailing the spiritual and social condition of the Native Americans.  These missives came to be known as the Jesuit Relations.  They awakened interest of Catholics not only in France but all throughout Europe.  Finally the Jesuits began to see conversions increase among the Huron.  The bitter enemy of the Huron, the Iroquois, became increasingly hostile to the Christianized native Americans and their missionaries.  In 1649, the Iroquois attached the Huron village in which John de Brebeuf was stationed.  The invaders were not content just to kill Fr. Brebeuf and his companions — they took pleasure in torturing them most horribly as a prelude to their execution.  John preached the gospel to them while being tortured until his captors finally gagged him.  His endurance so amazed his tormentors that they tore out his heart and ate it, hoping that his amazing courage would thereby pass to them.  John de Brebeuf was canonized, along with his fellow Jesuit martyrs, in 1930.  The feast day of John and his fellow North American martyrs is observed on October 19, the day after the martyrdom of one of the other Jesuits, St. Isaac Jogues.  (bio by Dr. Italy)
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			Posted at 17:16h, 30 January
						
				Saint John de Brebeuf, please, pray for me that I have the grace of courage to live for Christ and, if this is His Will, the grace of desire to die for Him, even if this is martyrdom. May my wife become a saint before all this happens, so she may rejoice instead of despair if these things are to become reality.
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Sign up* for a weekly dose of spiritual inspiration from Dr. Italy and receive as a special bonus a download that will make this Lenten season your most meaningful yet, and guide you to a new and deeper intimacy with Christ. Not available publicly on our website or anywhere else – exclusively for our confirmed subscribers!

*No need to sign up again here if you already receive the weekly Dr. Italy emails – we will send you the Lenten download link.
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