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Saints Isaac Jogues and John de
Brebeuf: North American Martyrs

Between the years 1642 and 1649 eight members of the
Society of Jesus were killed in North American after brutal
torture by Indians of the Huron and Iroquois tribes. These
Jesuits had worked diligently to bring the Native Americans
of the region of what is now Upper New York and Canada to
the Catholic faith. Saint Isaac Jogues died on October 18,
1647, and Saint John de Brebeuf on March 16, 1648. This
selection, taken from the Spiritual diaries of Saint John de
Brebeuf (The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents, The
Burrow Brothers Co, Cleveland 1898, 164, 166) is used in
the Roman Catholic Divine Office of Readings on October
19, the liturgical memorial of Sts. Isaac Jogues and John de
Brebeuf and their companions.

For two days now | have experienced a great desire to be 8 -
a martyr and to endure all the torments the martyrs e ——

suffered.

Jesus, my Lord and savior, what can | give you in return for all the favors you have first
conferred on me? | will take from your hand the cup of your sufferings and call on your
name. | vow before your eternal Father and the Holy Spirit, before your most holy Mother
and her most chaste spouse, before the angels, apostles and martyrs, before my
blessed fathers Saint Ignatius and Saint Francis Xavier-in truth | vow to you, Jesus my
savior, that as far as | have the strength | will never fail to accept the grace of
martyrdom, if some day you in your infinite mercy should offer it to me, your most
unworthy servant.

| bind myself in this way so that for the rest of my life | will have
neither permission nor freedom to refuse opportunities of dying
and shedding my blood for you, unless at a particular juncture |
should consider it more suitable for your glory to act otherwise at
that time. Further, | bind myself to this so that, on receiving the
blow of death, | shall accept it from your hands with the fullest
delight and joy of spirit. For this reason, my beloved Jesus, and
because of the surging joy which moves me, here and now | offer
my blood and body and life. May | die only for you, if you will
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grant me this grace, since you willingly died for me. Let me so live that you may grant
me the gift of such a happy death. In this way, my God and savior, | will take from your
hand the cup of your sufferings and call on your name: Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

My God, it grieves me greatly that you are not known, that in this savage wilderness all
have not been converted to you, that sin has not been driven from it. My God, even if all
the brutal tortures which prisoners in this region must endure should fall on me, | offer
myself most willingly to them and | alone shall suffer them all.

Be a part of the “new springtime” of evangelization! Your tax-deductible
gift helps us use TV, radio, and the web to proclaim the message without

compromise but in language even the young can understand. Click here to
donate now.

Adventures in Acts 20-Week DVDs
Continue on the journey with this 20-week study of Acts

BreosT

---------

. of the Apostles and the story of the earliest days of the
P s Church. This study completes The Great Adventure
AC.TU foundation series by showing how Christ’s work

continues through you and me in the Church today.
; )_L] Here’s where you "find yourself in the Story" that you
learned the Bible Timeline Study. This study will show
how other parts of the New Testament fit into the
narrative told in Acts and will reference portions of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.

History of the Church Bundle

Have you ever wanted to learn more about the Church’s History, like
who are The Early Church Fathers and why do they matter in our
modern Church? Find out with Early Church Fathers: Who They are
and Why They Matter and Early Church Fathers VOL | & II. These
CDs will open up a whole new depth to your understanding of the
Church and presented by Dr. Italy — you know that they will come to life! But,
don’t stop with the Early Church Fathers — find out what REALLY happened in
the divide of the Church! Christianity Divided, a 2 CD set will take you through
the history of the Orthodox and Protestant divisions in the Church.

Great Adventure Bible Time Line Catholic Bible Study --24 talks on DVD
The Bible Timeline provides a clear understanding of the underlying
Scriptural narrative, which is essential to all Bible reading and study.
The 24-part Bible Timeline Bible Study dives deep into the Biblical
story. A combination of individual reading and study, group
discussion, and lecture commentary guides participants as they read
through the 14 narrative books of The Bible Timeline and discover the meaning
of each in light of the whole.
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