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Trinity: Three Persons, One Creative, 
Energizing Reality 

 - St. Athanasius - Early Church Father 
  

Used in the Roman office of Readings for Trinity Sunday, this 
is an excerpt from St. Athanasius' first letter to Serapion (Ep. 1 
ad Serapionem 28-30: PG 26, 594-95. 599).  Athanasius, bishop 
of Alexandria, Egypt, in the 4th century and was one of the 
most important of the Early Church Fathers.  He is best known 
for his tirelessness proclamation of the full divinity of Christ 
during the troubled period of the Arian heresy, which denied 
Jesus' equality with the Father   
  

It will not be out of place to consider the ancient 
tradition, teaching and faith of the Catholic Church, 
which was revealed by the Lord, proclaimed by the 

apostles and guarded by the fathers. For upon this faith the Church is built, and if 
anyone were to lapse from it, he would no longer be a Christian either in fact or in 
name. 
 

We acknowledge the Trinity, holy and perfect, to consist of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. In this Trinity there is no intrusion of any alien element or of 
anything from outside, nor is the Trinity a blend of creative and created being. It 
is a wholly creative and energizing reality, self-consistent and undivided in its 
active power, for the Father makes all things through the Word and in the Holy 
Spirit, and in this way the unity of the holy Trinity is preserved. Accordingly, in the 
Church, one God is preached, one God who is above all things and through all 
things and in all things. God is above all things as Father, for he is principle and 
source; he is through all things through the Word; and he is in all things in the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Writing to the Corinthians about spiritual matters, Paul traces all reality back to 
one God, the Father, saying: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of service but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of working, but it is the same God who 
inspires them all in everyone. 
 

Even the gifts that the Spirit dispenses to individuals are given by the Father 
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through the Word. For all that belongs to the Father belongs also to the Son, and 
so the graces given by the Son in the Spirit are true gifts of the Father. Similarly, 
when the Spirit dwells in us, the Word who bestows the Spirit is in us too, and the 
Father is present in the Word. This is the meaning of the text: My Father and I 
will come to him and make our home with him. For where the light is, there also 
is the radiance; and where the radiance is, there too are its power and its 
resplendent grace. 
 

This is also Paul’s teaching in his second letter to the Corinthians (13:13): The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. For grace and the gift of the Trinity are given by the Father 
through the Son in the Holy Spirit. Just as grace is given from the Father through 
the Son, so there could be no communication of the gift to us except in the Holy 
Spirit. But when we share in the Spirit, we posses the love of the Father, the 
grace of the Son and the fellowship of the Spirit himself. 
  

 
The Early Church Fathers - VOL I 
  

A society characterized by the violence, loss of respect for life, 
exotic religious cults, homosexuality, sexual promiscuity, and 
even pedophilia. No, we're not talking about modern times -  
  

The Early Church Fathers succeeded in bringing a Pagan society 
to Christ. If we pay attention to what they taught, we will succeed 
in doing the same for our own de-Christianized society!  
  

Album 1: The Apostolic Fathers and Irenaeus 
Album 2: The Apologists, Ambrose, and Augustine 
  

Early Church Fathers 2 VHS Set 
Early Church Fathers 2 DVD Set 
Early Church Fathers 2 CD Set  
  

The Fathers of the Church - Who They Are and Why They Matter 
In a single, upbeat talk, full of examples and quick snapshots of 
some of the Church's most intriguing personalities, Marcellino 
D'Ambrosio explains who people are talking about when they 
refer to the "Fathers of the Church" or "Early Church Fathers.  
Though the ranks of the fathers include a tremendous variety of 
cultures, locales, and personalities, there is 
surprising consensus that emerges from them on a variety of 
the most important questions of our day.  In this talk, Marcellino 
makes clear just how much these figures have to teach us 

today.   
  

Retail - $9.00 CD 
  

 


