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                            Regina Caeli – Queen of Heaven, Rejoice!

                            The Regina Caeli, Latin for “Queen of Heaven,” is a hymn and prayer ...
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                            How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization: The Monks – Podcast

                            In this 6 minute radio interview with Anna Mitchell of the Sonrise Morning Show,...
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                            Feast of the Annunciation, God Becomes Man – St. Leo

                            The Solemnity or Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord is celebrated on March 25.  Here, in his typically lyrical language and powerful imagery, Leo t...
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                            Dies Domini (On Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy) — Pope John Paul II

                            APOSTOLIC LETTER DIES DOMINI OF THE HOLY FATHER JOHN PAUL II TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY AND FAITHFUL OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON KEEPING THE LORD’S DA...
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                            He’s no Ghost – Easter and the Gnostic Gospels

                            On the first Easter, the Risen Lord makes clear to his frightened disciples he not a ghost or specter and in so doing shows why the gnostic gospels ar...
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                            Advent: The Season of the Wild-Haired, Crazy Man

                            Isn’t Advent great? Welcome to the season where the only song we sing for four weeks is O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! It’s the best! Advent is...

                            
                                                                    
                                        28 November, 2016 
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                            3 Crazy Ways Christianity & Islam Are Totally Different

                            Most Americans tend to think of religion as something rather fluid. It’s very common for us to say things like “all religions are basicall...

                            
                                                                    
                                        12 February, 2016 
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								St. Bonaventure
							
						

												Bonaventure emphasizes faith as the key to Bible interpretation.  The goal of Bible study is not academic knowledge, but wisdom — the experience of knowing and loving God leading to eternal happiness and fulfillment of all our desires.

The source of sacred Scripture was not human research but divine revelation.  This revelation comes from the Father of Light from whom the whole concept of fatherhood in heaven and on earth derives.  From him, through Jesus Christ his Son, the Holy Spirit enters into us.  Then, through the Holy Spirit who allots and apportions his gifts to each person as he wishes, we receive the gift of faith, and through faith Christ lives in our hearts.

The Light of Faith

So we come to know Christ and this knowledge becomes the main source of a firm understanding of the truth of all sacred Scripture.  It is impossible, therefore, for anyone to achieve this understanding unless he first receives the gift of faith in Christ.  This faith is the foundation of the whole Bible, a lamp and a key to its understanding.  As long as our earthly state keeps us from seeing the Lord, this same faith is the firm basis of all supernatural enlightenment, the light guiding us to it, and the doorway through which we enter upon it.  What is more, the extent of our faith is the measure of the wisdom which God has given us.  Thus, no one should overestimate his wisdom; instead, he should soberly make his assessment according to the extent of the faith which God has given him.

Scripture & the Fullness of Happiness

The outcome or the fruit of reading holy Scripture is by no means negligible: it is the fullness of eternal happiness.  For these are the books which tell us of eternal life, which were written not only that we might believe but also that we might have everlasting life.  When we do live that life we shall understand fully, we shall love completely, and our desires will be totally satisfied.

Then, with all our needs fulfilled, we shall truly know the love that surpasses understanding and so be filled with the fullness of God.  The purpose of the Scriptures, which come to us from God, is to lead us to this fullness according to the truths contained in those sayings of the apostles to which I have referred.  In order to achieve this, we must study holy Scripture carefully, and teach it and listen to it in the same way.

Understanding means Knowing & Loving

If we are to attain the ultimate goal of eternal happiness by the path of virtue described in the Scriptures, we have to begin at the very beginning.  We must come with a pure faith to the Father of Light and acknowledge him in our hearts.  We must ask him to give us, through his Son and in the Holy Spirit, a true knowledge of Jesus Christ, and along with that knowledge a love of him.  Knowing and loving him in this way, confirmed in our faith and grounded in our love, we can know the length and breadth and height and depth of his sacred Scripture. Through that knowledge we can come at last to know perfectly and love completely the most blessed Trinity, whom the saints desire to know and love and in whom all that is good and true finds its meaning and fulfillment.

For more from St. Bonaventure, the Seraphic Doctor, read his teaching on MYSTICAL PRAYER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.

This reading is an excerpt from a short discourse by St. Bonaventure (Prologus: Opera Omnia 5, 201-202) on the Understanding of Scripture.  The excerpt appears in the Roman Catholic Divine Office of Readings for Monday in the fifth (5th) week in Ordinary time. It deals with the principles of the interpretation of the Bible otherwise known as biblical hermeneutics.  The accompanying biblical reading is from Galatians 1:13-2:10
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St. Bonaventure

Born in Italy as Giovanni di Fidanza around the year 1217, St. Bonaventure entered the new religious order founded by St. Francis of Assisi called the “Friars Minor” around the year 1243, about twenty years after Francis’ death. Bonaventure studied theology under the famous Alexander of Hales and became a professor at the greatest school of theology in the medieval world, the University of Paris where he taught alongside St. Thomas Aquinas, the “Angelic Doctor.” St. Bonaventure’s theology is always written with holy passion, in the tradition of St. Augustine, and always directed towards increasing the depth and intensity of the spiritual life. Because of his burning zeal, Bonaventure became known as the “Seraphic Doctor.” St. Bonaventure was elected minister general of the Franciscan order in 1257 and played a prominent role in settling the dissension that had plagued the order since the death of its founder, St. Francis. In fact Bonaventure’s Life of St. Francis was approved by the Friars Minor as the official biography of their founder. Having been created Cardinal Archbishop of Albano in 1273, St. Bonaventure attended the Ecumenical Council of Lyon where he died in the same year that St. Thomas Aquinas died, in 1274. As a theologian, Saint Bonaventure upheld the duty and value of using the human intellect to reflect on the mysteries of faith. But for him all human wisdom was folly when compared to the mystical illumination given to the faithful Christian by God himself. This theme is most beautifully developed in St. Bonaventure’s best known work, his Itinerarium Mentis in Deum (Journey of the Mind into God). His most extensive and systematic work of theology is his Commentary on the Sentences of Peter Lombard. It is however, as a spiritual writer, that Saint Bonaventure has had his greatest and most lasting impact. Be sure to check out the poetic Prayer of Saint Bonaventure. Incorporate it into your own prayer life. It is only fitting that the first Franciscan University in the United States, located in St. Bonaventure, New York, should be named after St. Bonaventure, the greatest of all Franciscan theologians. His feast day in the Roman calendar falls on July 15.
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Get Your Free eBook download on the Eucharist!

Sign up* for a weekly dose of spiritual inspiration from Dr. Italy, and as a special bonus receive the downloadable ebook Understanding the Eucharist, which we offer as a tool to help fan the flames of Eucharistic revival and to inform, re-energize, and inspire you!  This download is not available publicly on our website, it is exclusively for our confirmed email subscribers.

*No need to sign up here again if you already receive the weekly Dr. Italy emails – we will send you the ebook download link. 
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Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
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Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
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Aruba
Australia
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Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
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Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cabo Verde
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, Democratic Republic of the
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Costa Rica
Croatia
Cuba
Curaçao
Cyprus
Czechia
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Denmark
Djibouti
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Dominican Republic
Ecuador
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France
French Guiana
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Guam
Guatemala
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Guinea
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Haiti
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Holy See
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Hong Kong
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Iceland
India
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Isle of Man
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Macao
Madagascar
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Maldives
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Martinique
Mauritania
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Micronesia
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
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Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
North Macedonia
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestine, State of
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Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
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Poland
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Qatar
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Russian Federation
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Samoa
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Sao Tome and Principe
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Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Sint Maarten
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
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South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, the United Republic of
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Türkiye
US Minor Outlying Islands
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, U.S.
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Åland Islands


                                        Country
                                    
                    

                

CAPTCHA

Email
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.




          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

                        Δ


                        

		                
		                

		



				

							
			CLOSE			
		
	




	
	






























































































































  
  




