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                            Regina Caeli – Queen of Heaven, Rejoice!

                            The Regina Caeli, Latin for “Queen of Heaven,” is a hymn and prayer ...
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                            How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization: The Monks – Podcast

                            In this 6 minute radio interview with Anna Mitchell of the Sonrise Morning Show,...
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                            Feast of the Annunciation, God Becomes Man – St. Leo

                            The Solemnity or Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord is celebrated on March 25.  Here, in his typically lyrical language and powerful imagery, Leo t...
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                            Divine Mercy Sunday and the Sacrament of Mercy

                            Divine Mercy Sunday or the Octave of Easter presents us with one of the most famous of gospel stories -- the story of Doubting Thomas. But it shows us...
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                            He’s no Ghost – Easter and the Gnostic Gospels

                            On the first Easter, the Risen Lord makes clear to his frightened disciples he not a ghost or specter and in so doing shows why the gnostic gospels ar...
                            

                                
                                
                                
                                                            

                        

                    
                
            
        
            
	
			
		



				

				
					Blogs
				


	
			
		









	
		
			Dr. Italy




		
 
	
 	
			
		




    






	
		
			Catholic Creatives




		
 
	
 	
			
		




    	
            
                
                    
                                                [image: ]
                    
                



                
                    
                        
                            Advent: The Season of the Wild-Haired, Crazy Man

                            Isn’t Advent great? Welcome to the season where the only song we sing for four weeks is O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! It’s the best! Advent is...
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                            3 Crazy Ways Christianity & Islam Are Totally Different

                            Most Americans tend to think of religion as something rather fluid. It’s very common for us to say things like “all religions are basicall...
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																										Baptism of the Lord – Gregory Nazianzen
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								St. Gregory of Nazianzen
							
						

												Here Gregory Nazianzen points out that Christ was baptized not for his sake but for ours.  Sanctifying the waters of baptism for all generations to come, he manifested the the Trinity through the Spirit who comes to rest on him in the form of a dove and the voice of the Father resounding from heaven.

Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is baptized; let us also go down with him, and rise with him.

John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps he comes to sanctify his baptizer; certainly he comes to bury sinful humanity in the waters. He comes to sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us; he who is spirit and flesh comes to begin a new creation through the Spirit and water.

[image: Website Option 2 undated maroon]

John & Jesus

The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John says: I ought to be baptized by you. He is the lamp in the presence of the sun, the voice in the presence of the Word, the friend in the presence of the Bridegroom, the greatest of all born of woman in the presence of the firstborn of all creation, the one who leapt in his mother’s womb in the presence of him who was adored in the womb, the forerunner and future forerunner in the presence of him who has already come and is to come again.

I ought to be baptized by you: we should also add, “and for you”, for John is to be baptized in blood, washed clean like Peter, not only by the washing of his feet.

Jesus, the Spirit & the Voice from Heaven

Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. The heavens like Paradise with its flaming sword, closed by Adam for himself and his descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to him as to an equal, bearing witness to his Godhead. A voice bears witness to him from heaven, his place of origin. The Spirit descends in bodily form like the dove that so long ago announced the ending of the flood and so gives honor to the body that is one with God.

Baptism of the Lord

Today let us do honor to Christ’s baptism and celebrate this feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as the conversion and salvation of men, for whom his every word and every revelation exist. He wants you to become a living force for all mankind, lights shining in the world. You are to be radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light of heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have received – though not in its fullness – a ray of its splendor, proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.

For more great resources on the baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ and Epiphany, visit the Epiphany – Baptism of Christ section of the Crossroads Initiative Library.

This is an except from a sermon by Saint Gregory of Nazianzus (Oratio 39 in Sancta Lumina, 14-16, 20: PG 36, 350-351, 354, 358-359).  It shows how the Trinity was manifested when Christ was baptized by John.  It appears in the Office of Readings for the Feast of Baptism of the Lord.  The accompanying biblical reading comes from Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-9.

Banner/featured image Baptism of Christ by Lambert Sustris. Public domain.
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St. Gregory of Nazianzen
St. Gregory of Nazianzen (aka Nazianzus) was the best friend of St. Basil the Great. After studying together in Athens, they returned to their native Cappadocia (now Eastern Turkey) to serve the Lord. It was during the time of the Arian heresy which contested the full divinity of Christ, and orthodox bishops were sorely needed who could teach the true doctrine of the Church with clarity and depth. Gregory, who admirably met these requirements, was made the bishop of the small town of Nazianzen, but later was elevated to the highest ecclesiastical see after Rome, becoming the Patriarch of Constantinople. As such, he presided over the First Ecumenical Council of Constantinople in 381 AD which completed the creed that we commonly call the Nicene Creed, usually recited in Sunday worship by Catholics and Orthodox Christians. St. Gregory’s teaching was so profound and accurate that he is one of the few teachers in the history of the Church known as “the theologian.”  He is one of the most important of the Early Church Fathers and is regarded by Catholics as one of the Doctors of the Church.   For more on Gregory of Nazianzen, see When the Church Was Young: Voices of the Early Fathers by Marcellino D’Ambrosio.  (Biography by Dr. Italy)
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			Erik Wolf

			Posted at 13:20h, 14 February
						
				Do you have the quote from St. Gregory Naziazen that states; “When the tempter comes unto you, you can say unto him, ” Unlike you I have not fallen due to my pride but through my baptism I have been made one with Him(Christ). For it is you who should fall prostate before me.”
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			Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio

			Posted at 12:24h, 15 February
						
				Sorry, Erik, but we don’t have this text and I have not been able to find where it appears in the writings of Gregory Nazianzen.  Are you sure it is from his writings?
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Get Your Free eBook download on the Eucharist!

Sign up* for a weekly dose of spiritual inspiration from Dr. Italy, and as a special bonus receive the downloadable ebook Understanding the Eucharist, which we offer as a tool to help fan the flames of Eucharistic revival and to inform, re-energize, and inspire you!  This download is not available publicly on our website, it is exclusively for our confirmed email subscribers.

*No need to sign up here again if you already receive the weekly Dr. Italy emails – we will send you the ebook download link. 
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Cameroon
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